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PERE SOTO 
Guitar Player 

Composer 
Arranger 

Music Producer 
 Music Engraving 

 Educator 

Europe 
St. Madrona 51 Baixos 

08911 Badalona 
Catalonia, Spain 

34-677678674
peresoto@peresoto.com 

Mexico 
Belisario Dominguez 911 

Colonia Reforma 
Oaxaca de Juarez 

 Oaxaca 
52-9512981454 

Professional short resum 

Self-taught musician. He is known in the international scene for his 
esthetical flexibility that covers styles as unalike as gypsy jazz, free 
jazz, Avantgarde, jazz fusion, Bebop, classical music, contemporary 
and electroacoustic music, mostly XX century styles. 
Even being self-taught he has studied temporarily only on two 
occasions with great teachers like Gabriel Breznic (Chile) with whom 
he studied classical harmony in intensive course of three months and 
in Mexico with Victor Rasgado whom he studied during 2 years; 
serialism, Twelve-tone technique—also known as dodecaphony, 
Olivier Messiaen language, pitch class techniques, Bach Canon 
inverted for XX century composition. 

Currently, his work as a composer exceeds the amount of 1300 registered compositions at the 
SGAE, (Sociedad General de Autores de España) among Jazz music and classical music. 
He is also currently active as a music producer, with his own recording studio and as a 
consultant-engraver for music publishing companies, schools, etc. Right now he is publishing 
his own works with 3 publishing Co. From Catalonia Clivis publication and La Ma de guido and 
from Denmark Bergmann Edition. 

 RELEVANT TRAJECTORY 
In 1989 his first LP "Coincidencias" was nominated for best album of the year by Nacional-
Radio 4 en España being probably one of the jazz albums more broadcasted by radio in 
Catalonia (twice daily for 2 years).  

In Spring 1992, records with Bill Gerhardt Quartet his first CD “Metanoic” in Hilversum (The 
Netherlands). This album was selected best record of the month and one of the top 12 of the 
year by the JAZZ SOUTH ART FEDERATION (USA). It was broadcasted all around the U.S.A.  

His second CD, "Particular Vernacular", was recorded during February 1994 in New York City 
with his partner Bill Gerhardt on the piano and invited artists invitados like Jeff Ballard, drums, 
Ben Allison, Dave Douglas, trumpet and Dave Liebman, sax. 

In 2000 year travels to Mexico for his world premiere String Quartet nº 2 by “Mexico City String 
Quartet”. 

In 2006 he was dedicated chapter on John Engel ’Uncommon Sound", the ultimate book about 
left handed guitarists that change the music, along with standing artists like: Albert King, Jimi 
Hendrix and Paul McCartney. The book highlights him as one of the most relevant left handed 
guitarists of all guitar history. 

In 2008 appears in two of the most important Gypsy Jazz festivals in USA: San Francisco 
DjangoFest and Los Angeles Djangofest.  

In 2009 there is a World premiere of his composition "Triumphant" in the Palacio de Congresos 
in Jaca, Huesca, Spain, during the International Mathematical Conference "LIBGOBER" 
(Topology of Algebraic Varieties). 

In 2011 is invited as a soloist with the Orquesta Sinfónica de Puebla, contributing original 
arrangements and conducting the orchestra along with the Oaxaca Big Band in 2 concerts in 
Puebla, Mexico.  

In 2012 records the show “Fusió i swing a l ‘estudi” on Catalan Television (TV3) with his Pere 
Soto Gypy Project. (http://www.ccma.cat/tv3/alacarta/fusio-i-swing-a-lestudi/pere-soto-
gypsy-project/video/4549912/) 

In 2013, important concert in the top European jazz event BIM-HUIS in Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands. 
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 In 2014, he has a part in the movie “The Jump! WTF experience” by Carme Puche. 

In 2015, Concert at Mexico City Auditorio Nacional (Lunario), Concert and video production at 
Mogor of Ensenada, Tijuana tour, and concert at Cenart (centro Nacional de las artes Ciudad 
de México) with Pere Soto & Galaxian Swingers. 

Since 2006 has been writing those books: 
• II-V substitution book
• 250 Pere Soto phrases over 7sus4, phrases over dim7, phrases over maj7, phrases 

over m7, phrases over 7, phrases over m7b5, phrases over dim7.
• Secrets On Altered Dominants
• Expanding Fingering Techniques for guitar vol I.
• Inside the composer’s mind
• Pere Soto Jazz Fake book
• Pere Soto gypsy Jazz Fakebook I, II
• Pere Soto Free Jazz Fake book
• Pere Soto 75 Contemporary Jazz tunes
• Pere Soto Waltz songs
• Pere Soto 111 Blues Fake Book
• Pere Soto 49 Funky tunes
• Pere Soto 48 latin Jazz songs
• Pere Soto 84 Jazz Swing compositions
• Pere Soto 225 Ballads Fakebook
• Pere Soto 80 Brasilian songs
• Pere Soto 51 Bebop compositions
• Jazz Blues Structures

all published at (amazon) 

In 2017 
Main composer in the Soundtrack of Juan Carlos Fanconi’s movie “A 
place in the Caribbean”. (Honduras-USA).  

HBO Latino 

In 2018 
• Resident artist at KU, the university of Kansas, Usa.

Masterclass and concerts around Kansas city with David Valdez.

In 2019 
• Pere Soto Amsterdam documentary at Irene's GJ Adventures 635: Meet Pere Soto.

Irene's GJ Adventures 611: Vols Ballar Amb Mi - Pere Soto.  Irene's GJ Adventures 609:
Nuages - Pere Soto. Irene's GJ Adventures 608: Manoir De Mes Rêves - Pere Soto.
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Discography 
my recorded works 

from vinyl to the cloud 

PLAYED WITH 
my experience as a 

guitar player 
recording, playing at 

concerts, jam 
sessions, festivals 

with high level 
musicians 

As	a	leader	

1. Pere	Soto	Jazz	Group	(DLR	713--C	La	Raiz	prd.)	
2. Pere	Soto	Grup		"Coincidencias"	(1989	--			LP	BM--002	Berman	Int.)	
3. Pere		Soto	&	Bill	Gerhardt	Quartet	"Metanoic"	(	1992	--			CD	85012--2		Riff)	
4. Pere	Soto	&	Bill	Gerhardt	Quartet	"Particular	Venacular"	(Planet		X	New	York)	
5. Django's	Castle	"Nuages"	(2001	--	Satchmo)	
6. Django's		Castle	"Prisoners	of	Love"	(2002	--	Imagen)	
7. Pere	Soto	&	Django's		Castle	"El	Caliqueño	del	Califa"	(Taller	de	músics	2004)	
8. Django's		Castle	"Blue	Drag"	(Satchmo	2006)	
9. Pere	Soto	&	Django's	Castle	"Swing	Gitane"	(Blau	records	2007)	
10. Pere	Soto	&	David	Valdez	"Oasis"	(Diatic	records	2009)	(USA)	
11. Pere	Soto	&	Remi	Alvarez	“Remisotopos”			(Intolerancia	records	(2009)	México	
12. Pere	Soto	&	Josep	Traver	“Duets	manouche"	(2010)	self	edition	
13. Django’s	Castle	with	Bruce	Adams	“Swing	Hotel	du	Vin”	(Big	Bear	Records	2010)	England	
14. Pere	Soto	&	Django's		Castle	"3	mamuts	a	Liliput"	(2011)	
15. Cosmic	Goulash		Discordian	records	(2014)	
16. Pere	Soto	amb	amics	Arts	Harmonica	(2014)	
17. Pere	Soto	&	Galaxian	Swingers		(digital	format	2016)	
18. Pere	Soto	&	Pep	lluı́s	Guardiola	Fusió		Arts	Harmonica	(2016)	
19. Pere	Soto	&	Ken	Basman	Standards	in	San	Miguel	de	Allende		(digital	format	2016)	
20. Patricia	Teles	&	Pere	Soto	"Natural"	(digital	format	2017)	
21. Chamber	Free	music	“Chamber"	(digital	format	2017)
22. Pere	Soto	&	Josep	Traver	“Still	Here”	(Temps	Record	2019)
23. Pere	Soto		“Ballads"	(only	digital	format	2019)
24. Pere	Soto	“Gypsy	Jazz	2018”	(℗2018	Independent	/	©2018	Pere	Soto	/	UPC:

812264030569)	(digital	format	2019)
25. Pere	Soto	trio		“Sailing"	(digital	format	2019)

Sideman,	Others	

1. Fay	Victor	"In	My	Own	Room"	(1998	Timeless	Records	CD	SJP446)	Holland	
2. Recorded	with	Vania	Nazaré	"Brasileira-mente"	(1996	-	CD	001	Sabam)	Brasil	
3. Django	Festival	3,	Hot	Club	Records	2004	(HCRCD109)	Norway	
4. Django	Festival	9,	Hot	Club	Records	2015	(HCRCD109)	Norway	
5. Alex	Coke	Wake	Up	Dead	Man	/	Iraqnophobia	2005	(Voxlox	105)	USA	
6. Rru	Tanue	(Cesar	Hernandez	Andres)	(2015)	
7. Bruno	Mansur	-	Enciende	Esa	Llama	(Camino	CD)	Cdbaby
8. Aniversario Lunático nº 40 (Clásicos en Zaragoza VII)

John Engels, Arjen Gorter, Han Bennink, Dave Douglas, Tom Cora, Niko Langenhuisen, 
Evan Tate, Lou Donaldson, Jordi Rossy, Mario Rossy, Perico Sambeat, Sean Bergin, 
Jeff Ballard, Ben Allison, Bill Gerhardt, Joe Malinga, Joe Gallivan, Albert Bover, Fay 
Victor, Carla Cook, David Xirgu, Alex Coke, Ray Appleton, John Stowell, David Valdez, 
Rich Harney, Dave Liebman, Lonnie Smith, Walter Lampe, Remy Alvarez, Gustavo 
Nandayapa, Alfonso Muñoz, Joe Romano, David Goldblatt, Ken Basman, Lou Bennet, 
Robin Nolan, Gonzalo Bergara, Jimmy Rosenberg, Bruce Adams, Big John Patton, 
Tayler Mitchell, Jasnam Daya Singh and many others.
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Guitar Player 
the guitar was always 
my main instrument of 

communication 
offering me the 

possibility of sharing 
my experiences with 

musicians and 
personalities from all 
corners of the Earth. 

Festivals / concerts 

SPAIN 
• Jazz Festival Terrassa 82-84-86-92  as headliners
• 4 Mostra de Jazz Europeu (Barcelona)
• Jazz Festival La Garriga
• Jazz Festival Jaén (Roberto Lecaros quartet)
• Special TV concert (TV3)  in the Ancient Monastery of St. Cugat
• Jazz Festival Jazz en la costa (Fay Victor & Bill Gerhardt & Pere Soto)
• Jazz Festival Palencia 95
• Festival de Jazz Tàrrega 1996 (Djangos Castle)
• Menorca Jazz Festival 2001
• Festes de Maig 2002 (Badalona)
• Albacete Jazz Festival 2002
• Lugo Jazz Festival 2003
• Jazz en la nit Festival 2003 (Premia de Dalt)
• Festa Major St Cugat del Valles 2004 (Pere Soto & Total Guitar Project)
• Jazz a Castelló 2004
• Casa de la Cultura de Gandia Jazz 2004
• Festival de Jazz de Peñiscola 2007
• Festival Internacional de guitarra de Petrer 2007
• Teatre Lliure de Barcelona (Une soirée chez Villalonga) 2007
• Temporada alta de SALT (Une soirée chez Villalonga) 2007
• Festival Django L’H 2013
• Benjamin Leon Trio at Jazz Festival Peñiscola 2013
• Rubi Jazz Festival 2013
• Artte de Barcelona 2017
• Can Clos Girona 2017

AUSTRIA 
• St Johan Tirol Jazz Festival  (Joe Malinga Sudafrican band)

HOLLAND 
• Jazz Festival Eindhoven 90 (Tom Cora-Niko Langenhuisen-Pere Soto)
• Jazz Festival Amsterdam 91 (Pere Soto trio)
• Jazz Festival Zwolle (Tom Jones Blues band)
• Bim Huis februari'93 (Pere Soto & Bill Gerhardt quartet)
• North Sea Jazz Festival 1999 (with Big John patton)
• Bim Huis 2013, Amsterdam

BELGIUM 
• The Botanic cultural center april 96
• The Muse Jazz club.

LUXEMBURG 
• Den Atelier Jazzclubluxembourg

ENGLAND 
• Birmingham Jazz Festival 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2017
• Sutton Acoustic guitar Club, Sutton Coldfield
• Warwick Festival 2004

ANDORRA 
• Super Vocal Meeting 1996 a l'auditori.
• Angel Blau Jazz Club

SWITZERLAND 
• Jazz club Incontro at Muralto.
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USA 
• Jazz Festival Charlotte 92 NC, Doe Run Resort 95 (Virginia), Jazz Club Visiones august 95 (N.

York), Pearl’s Jazz Club, (San Francisco)
• Creative grovth center (San Francisco), The Mouskoni Center
• Watertown festival 2004, NY
• Diana Wortham Theatre, (Asheville), NC 2004
• Central Market, Austin TX, with Alex Coke Quintet
• Live concert-interview at Radio KMHD, Portland, Oregon
• PDX Jazz Festival David Valdez quartet at Bend, Oregon
• Kansas city area Jazz Clubs

MEXICO 
• Jazz Festival México 2000, Radio UNAM Aniversary 2000
• Fiestas de Huajuapan 2003
• Concert at Angela Peralta Theather in San Miguel de Allende
• San Miguel de Allende with Oscar Martinez (painter - visual artist)
• Cenartof Mexico City 2017
• Lunario of Auditorio Nacional  (Mexico city 2016)
• Zinco Jazz de Ciudad de Mexico
• Museo Rufino Tamayo, Mexico city.http://museotamayo.org/evento/pere-soto-tributo-a-

ornette-coleman
Concert; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oKD7Ir5KGRI&t=2366s

• Solo concert at Huacal (Oaxaca) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QcvpMjQSP64
• Concert around Tijuana (Mexico)
• Guelaguetza 2019, certamen de la Diosa Centéotl	de Oaxaca, Mexico

Composer 
always being in love 

with jazz and classical 
music, they are hard 
mistresses who take 
you to unexpected 
confines where fear 
and comfort do not 

exist. 

Classical Works 
200 compositions. 
Solo instrument, duets, trios, quartets, chamber, concertos, Symphonic works, others. 

Some works: 
Solo; 

• Anyorança (1983) guitarra Premiere by por Ramón Barboza (1984)
• 7 miniatures (1998) guitarra – Premiere by Edwin Guevara (2007)
• Ideas para ser romántico (1991) Contrabass Premiere by Gustavo Lorenzatti.

(Argentina)(2010)
• Canon (HD 48915) (2009) Piano (2011)
• Lamento Molecular (2004) arpa  Premiere by Magdalena Barrera Oro (2004)
• Protostosfera (2008) percussion Solo.

DUETOS 
• 7 estudis jazzístics per fagot i vibràfon (2007) Bassonn and Vibraphone
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• Carolina (2009) guitarra i violoncell Premiere by Pere Soto & Jorge Amador (2009)
• Triumphant (2009) Bandurria, Piano i TAPE ,Premiere by Jorge Casanova & Consuelo Roy

(2009)

TRIOS 
• 10. Aquarium V2 (2008) Flauta, clarinet I Fagot, Premiere by Trio de l’OBC (2008) 11. Mas

alla de la madre superiora (2004) Bandurria, guitarra y arpa - Premiere by trio Bertrand (2005)
• 12. Azar de Soñador (2009) Violin, Violoncello i Piano Premiered by Trio Salduie (2009)

CHAMBER MUSIC 
• Quartet de saxos “catalonia” (2008)
• 3 Ventanales (2010) quartet de corda i piano
• 1Delphinus B9IV (2010) quintet de vent 16.
• Llaves 1.0 (2010) soprano, contralto, 4 violí I, 4 violi íI, 6 violas, 2 cellos, contrabaix, piano, 3

percussionistas i TAPE
• Thoughts of Equuleus (2010), orquestra de Corda
• Tarraconda (2008) Mezzo soprano, trumpeta, guitarra I orquestra
• String quartet nº 9, Sin flechas coNarcos (2009) quartet de corda premiered by Concertistas

de Oaxaca (2009)
• String quartet nº 10, El secreto de Satinamuh (2009) quartet de corda premiered by

Concertistas de Oaxaca (2009)
• String quartet nº 2 (1999) quartet de corda Premiered by Cuarteto Ciudad de Mexico  (2000)
• String quartet nº 3 “Chiapas” (2001) quartet de corda premiere by Ljubljana String Quartet

(2007)
• Un cuento y una lágrima (2007) sextet de cambra (bandurria, violi, cello, clarinet, guitarra i

arpa) premiered by grupo Sitges 94 (2007)
• Lirionstede Flu X7 (2009) Orquesta de cambra
• Aniversario Lunático (2010) ensamble de corda pulsada, acordeo i percussió premiered by

Orquesta de alumnos del Conservatorio Profesional de Música de Zaragoza (2010)
• Triple Concierto “ Lulu” (2006) Bandurria, guitarra, arpa i orquestra
• Danza y eclipse (2010) quintet de metall
• Concierto para bandurria i orquestra “Dyehuti” (2008)
• Festatut Taurin 2010 (2010) quintet de vent amb violi, viola, cello i contrabaix
• Guitar concerto “Perictlus”
• Piano concerto “Bobby Fisher”

Full catalog at http://peresoto.com/wp/ 
Jazz Works (including songs of other styles) 
1078 compositions 
Arrangements (combos, Big Band) 
28 works 
Commercial music (music for images) 
Under Pietro Sotil name.28 works 

Music Producer 
producing music is 

entering yet another 
creative field where 
what matters is not 
what you want but 
what your clients 
expect to obtain. 

Classical Works 
3 Albums 
Jazz Works  
21 Albums 
Commercial Works 
10 Albums 

Deep Knowledge of producing music – audio software; Protools, Logic Audio and others.In 
2001 when he was working at Embassaments Acústics Studios as a producer-engineer takes a 
month Pro Tools course in Barcelona. 
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Specials projects 
beyond a single 

artistic aesthetics 
 

Music - Painting 
• San Miguel de Allende multidisciplinary performance with Oscar Martinez (painter - visual 

artist) 

Multidisciplinary  
• Digimusplast (2007) (composers-Improvisers-Dance-Singer-Electronics-Painter-video. 
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=irqXzF-UsCA 
 
• A Intergalactic manouche legend by Pere Soto & Galaxian Swingers  

(for Children’s festivals). (2006) 
Music, Theater, Clown, Video, Storyteller. 
 

 Musical artistic project born in 2015, based on a fantastic story, a story of humor for children, full 
of delirious music of the genre Gypsy Jazz. It's about a concert that includes the presentation of 
the album whose themes are marked by the history of an extraterrestrial being. 
Youtube video show resume: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iGwIMFWv1GE 
 

• Video (DVD) production and he acts as director with the actor in his role as Mozart for the 
production “Mozart al Castell de  Sant Marçal” (250th Mozart anniversary) Cerdanyola, 
Barcelona, Spain. 

http://cerdanyola.info/cultura/mozart-al-castell-de-sant-maral/ 

Educator 
teaching is a way to 

keep your knowledge 
up to date by recalling 
what you once have 
learned from yourself 
and helping others to 
follow a similar  path. 

Music School 
• Facultad musical del Valles (1984) Barcelona. Teaching guitar 
• Microfusa, Barcelona.  Teaching Midi and Music Theory 
• Taller de Musics, Barcelona. (Teaching guitar) 
• Adagio Academy. Barcelona. Teaching notation software and Midi. 
• Tijuana Music School, Tijuana (Mexico) Teaching guitar, Film scoring 
• Several workshops and Masterclasses. (Holland, Spain, Mexico, Usa) 
• Centre d’Estudis Musicals d’Osona, Vic, Catalonia. 
• Guitar teacher at Aula Actual (Argentina) (virtual School) 
• KU University of Kansas (USA) 

Jazz Transcriptions (http://peresoto.com/wp/?page_id=1901) 
• Django Reinhardt; Porto Cabello, Impromptu, Dark eyes, Flèche d’or, Melodie Au Crépuscule 
• other gypsy tunes; La gitane, Fill in guitar, Double Jeau, Vals Argentine 
• Wes Montgomery; So Do it, Jingles, Grooveyard, SOS 

Barney Kessel; Just Friends(50,733 views)https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oIzz_sQA1l4, 
Here’s That Rainy Day 

• Joe Pass; Night and day from Virtuoso I, Limehouse Blues from Virtuoso 4, Lush Life from 
Virtuoso 4. 

• others jazz tunes; Ready-able 
• others gypsy jazz; Bolero, Minor Blues from Bireli Lagrene’s Gypsy Project Yoshi’s 2003 

concert.Nature Boy of Mozes Rosenberg’s solo. What a Wonderful World from Jimmy 
Rosenberg live version at Jimmy Rosenberg is Back (the Paradiso in Amsterdam). 
Cherockee from Jymmy Rosenberg solo transcription From the album Jimmy Rosenberg Trio 
 
 
 

Engraving 
the art of 

professionally writing 
music 

Since 1990 has been working with Music Publishing Companies like; Clivis Publications, 
Periferia Music, Mà de Guido, Joan Manén association and as a Freelance jobs. 
Deep knowledge on music notation software like; Sibelius, Finale, Logic Audio, Photoshop, 
Adobe Illustrator, Adobe Indesign and others. 
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Complete Chronology Biography 

1977 Founder of the Pharmacus Group, rock symphonic band. 

With Pharmacus plays at “Calella Camping rock” in Catalonia along with the top twenty rock groups in Spain at 
that time. 
http://www.enderrock.cat/noticia/15419/quan/rock/progressiu/va/prendre/calella 
Els encarregats d’obrir el foc van ser Pharmacus, formació en la que hi trobem el guitarrista de jazz Pere Soto i 
l’avui reputat tècnic de so Enric Lindo. La seva actuació no estava anunciada, com ho recorda Lindo: “No estàvem 
al cartell però la setmana abans havia convençut als de Magic que ens deixessin actuar. A l’arribar ningú no ho 
sabia. Vaig explicar-ho als altres grups, que es van solidaritzar amb mi, i al final van fer les comprovacions i vam 
poder tocar”. 
Translation; 
Those responsible for opening the fire were Pharmacus, a training in which we find the jazz guitarist Pere Soto 
and the renowned sound technician Enric Lindo. His performance was not announced, as Lindo recalls: "We were 
not on the line but the week before had convinced the Magic to let us act. Upon arriving, nobody knew. I explained 
it to the other groups, who solidified with me, and in the end they made the checks and we could touch ". 

Classic compositions composed; 
 Maribelius for classical guitar (http://peresoto.com/wp/?p=1162) 

1978-81 Playing rock, blues, comercial music in Spain, Germany and Austria. With different bands; Macedònia Jazz, 
Amores, Paréntesis, la Banda del Gato Jerry, Bufalo Bill Quartet, Litro y medio, Más allá de la Madre Superiora, 
Gazela Espiritual Band, etc. 

1981 Meet the 16 years old that it’s going to be worlwide legendary jazz trumpet player David Douglas and both 
starts a long relationship working together. First jazz gig at Terrassa Jazz festival, and others around Catalonia. 
Years later in 1994 both will cross his lifes one more time on a incredible recording in New York together with Bill 
Gerhardt (Co-lider), Ben Allison, Dave Liebman and Jeff Ballard. 

Studied 4 months intensively Classical Harmony & Form with Gabriel Breznic at zeleste School in Barcelona. 

 In 1978 he is called to play in Germany and Austria dancing music with Juan Parra Sextet. 

Assist as a copyist at the Jazz Seminary Internacional of Banyoles 1980 with Thad Jones, Chuck Israels, Hal 
Crook, Steve Brown, Jim McNeely, Ben Riley, Bill Dobbins, Sal Nistico, Claudio Roditi. 

Classic compositions composed; 
• Un sentiment per duet de cellos, and 3 sardanas (popular ensemble band from Catalonia. (Dolça Matinada,

L’autor De La Vida and La Font D’aigua Viva.
1982-83 

Teacher at the Taller de Músics de Barcelona. (Catalonia, Spain) 
http://tallerdemusics.com/ca/equipo-pedagogico-principal/profesorado/pere-soto/ 

Playing blues, jazz and Dixieland music on guitar and banjo. He would be connected with the school the rest of his 
life as a teacher, concerts, masterclasses, etc. (2012-13), (2014-2015). 

He starts playing with Catalan great players that will come worldwide famous years later like Perico Sambeat, 
Jorge Rossy, Mario Rossy, Horacio Fumero, Peer Wyboris, Peter Delphinic, J.M. Farras, etc. 

On that year he discovered the music of J- S. Bach, whose spiritual force and enormous musical power struck him. 
From the onwards, he immersed himself in the world of the classical composers. Later on he would be advancing 
into the contemporary music till those three great maestros; Charles Ives, Olivier Messiaen, Bela Bartok among 
others. 

-
- Assist at the Jazz Seminary Internacional of Castelldefels 1983 with Steve Brown, Ron McCIure, Don Friedman, 

Jimmy Madison, Dave Schnitter, Claudio Roditi, Dave Liebman. 

Classic compositions composed; 
• Anyorança (guitar) (published by Periferia music, CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform)
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 Audio at https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-
keywords=enyoran%C3%A7a+pere+soto  
Score at https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-
keywords=anyoran%C3%A7a+pere+soto&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Aanyoran%C3%A7a+pere+soto 

• Cançò de septembre for 2 guitars
• Petits moments a J.S.Bach (published by Periferia music, CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform)

 score at; https://www.amazon.com/Barroca-Hungar-Canon-Dance-
Petitsmoments/dp/1982039531/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1518278506&sr=8-
1&keywords=petits+moments+pere+soto 

1984-86 Creates different projects; Pere Soto & Oscar Roig (two guitars), Paper vegetal (Indian jazz music) and Django’s 
castle (Gypsy jazz band). This band is going to be one of the first gypsy Jazz bands in Spain...a real pionners. 
Recording almost one album each year starting in 2000 to 2018 under different names; Django’s castle, Pere Soto 
& Django’s Castle, Pere Soto gypsy project, etc. performing in different countries; Catalonia, Spain, England, USA, 
Mexico, Holland. 

He teaches guitar at Facultat Musical del Valles. San Cugat del Valles, Catalonia. 

- Played at Festival de Jazz de Jaén (Spain).
- Played at Festival de Jazz de Benidorm (Spain).
- Played at Festival de Jazz de Cartagena (Spain).
- Appears on TV channel 2 playing Dixieland with Peter Delphinic Quartet, Barcelona Swing Machine, Old River
Band.

Classic compositions composed; 
- Vida (piano) publish by Clivis publications.
Score at: http://www.clivis.cat/es/piano-solo/49-fantasia-num-1-vida.html
- La Nova Ciutat (guitar) http://peresoto.com/wp/?p=143,
- Col·lecció Jesus (guitar)

Works as a composer, arranger, orchestrator with the Spanish record label “ La Raiz prod.” (gospel music) Involded 
on many productions; 
Instrumental, 1985 
Orquestra/ LP 010 and DLR 710-C Unilit prd. 
Como suave brisa 
Mingo 
DLR 707-C La Raiz prd. 
Sobre la Roca 
Mingo 
DLR 720-C La Raiz prd. 
La Pasion 
La Raiz prd. 
Pueblo de Dios 
Brotes de Olivo DLR 720-C  
La Raiz prd. 
Devolvedles la Paz 
Brotes de Olivo 
CAA 0021-C La Raiz prd. 

In 1985 is commissioned to orchestrate the music of  “The Passion”  a religious theater work for the Spanish town 
of Castro Urdiales in Cantabria. (http://www.coralsantamariacastro.com/discografia.htm) 

In 1984 Plays at the International Terrassa Jazz Festival in Catalonia for first time. 
In 1985 Recorded the first recording as soloist. Cassette format. Pere  Soto Jazz Group  (DLR 713-C La Raiz 
prod.) 
Arranged and produced Adoracion LP for Symphony Orchestra edited by La Raiz. Prod. (Los Angeles)  
Adoración 1985 Orchestra/ 
LP 009 and DLR 709-C Unilit prod.  
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• He does several arrangements for several dancing orchestras in Barcelona; The Sutton orchestra, Maravella
orchestra, Barcelo Orchestra, etc.

• He is invited to teach orchestration and composition at The gospel Festival David’87 in Madrid Spain.
• Premiere of “Musica de cambra 1987” music of mixing classical music and free jazz improvisation. In Badalona,

Catalonia.
• In 1986 start playing on cruises around Mediterranean going to Marrocco, Italy, Greece, Turkey, Egypt, Israel,

Madeira Island, Canarias.

Classic compositions composed; 
- La LLuna De Navarcles  Edited by Periferia music.
Score; https://www.sheetmusicplus.com/title/la-lluna-de-navarcles-sheet-music/19840421
- Petit Quartet de Corda (quartet de corda nº 1) Edited by Clivis Publ. http://www.justsheetmusic.com/sheet-
music/pere-soto-petit-quartet-de-corda-score/
- Invencio Per Tenora I Contrabaix
- Fantasia Per Violi, Arpa I Orquestra nº 1  (http://peresoto.com/wp/?p=1288)

1987-88 He started working as a guitar sideman and arranger in dancing bands around the country in Spain. 
And working as well in cruise ships in the Mediterranean and Atlantic sea. 
He starts working producing midi works with notation software like Finale, professional composer, Performer by 
MOTU (Mark Of The Unicorn), Notator by Atari, Logic by Emagic, Cubase by Steinberg, Overture by Sonic Scores, 
Encore by Passport music software, and years later the great notation software Sibelius. 

Classic compositions composed;  
Experiments Sense Conseqüencies formals (chamber ensemble) 

1989 His first LP "Coincidencias" Pere Soto Grup  "Coincidencias" (1989 - LP BM-002 Berman Int.) was nominated for 
best album of the year by Nacional-Radio 4 in Spain being probably one of the jazz albums more broadcasted by 
radio in Catalonia (twice daily for 2 years). Also was broadcast all over the world by radio Hilversum (Holland) on 
a Shortwave radio. 

- He teaches guitar at Maria Anglada school in Terrassa, Catalonia.
- Appears at Spanish TVE “La Palmera” show with Pere Soto Group.

Classic compositions composed; 
- Conceptes per una primavera per a guitarra flamenca.

1990 After recording "Coincidencias" starts traveling in Europa visiting and playing in Berlin (Germany) and establishing 
himself finally in Amsterdam (Holland).  
Once in Holland is going to be playing all over the jazz clubs and Jazz Festivals. 
Played at Eindhoven experimental Jazz Festival De Effenaar (Holland) with the legendary free Cello player from 
New York, Tom Cora and  Niko Langenhuisen, piano and double bass, director of the Amsterdam Conservatorium. 
Magazines quote: ... Soto had more trouble with the violence. Some of his solos were slightly out of tune. But there 
were also times when his individual guitar tones were responsible for the depth in the soundscape. Wim Bossema, 
de Volskrant, 28 mei 1990 (Holland) 
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1991 
 

Plays with his Band Pere Soto Group hi first LP “Coincidencies” at the one of the most important venues in 
Catalonia; “Festes de la Merce de Barcelona 1991” at the Barcelona Cathedral environment. 
• Works as a sound engineer by the company Magic So in the summer. 
• Works as a producer at Ten Productions studios, in Sabadell. Catalonia. 
• Teaching at Centre d’Estudis Musicals d’Osona, Vic, Catalonia. 
 
Classic compositions composed;  
Ideas Para Ser Romántico (for double bass) published by Periferia music  
 
 

1992-93 
 

In Spring 1992, records with Bill Gerhardt Quartet his first CD “Metanoic” in Hilversum (The Netherlands). This 
album was selected best record of the month in Georgia, USA and one of the top 12 of the year by the JAZZ 
SOUTH ART FEDERATION (USA) It was broadcasted all around the U.S.A.  
• Pere  Soto & Bill Gerhardt Quartet "Metanoic" ( 1992 - CD 85012-2  Riff) 
• TV3 program J”azz & Co” with Pere Soto & Bill Gerhardt Quartet at Monestir of San Cugat del Valles. 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kahyeh51NAE), (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sva6C21tYp0) 
• Jazz Festival de Terrassa 1992 with Pere Soto & Bill Gerhardt Quartet, Barcelona (at  Barcelona Olimpic 

games). 
• Plays on Stadtgarten Tour’92 at JazsSi, Barcelona, Catalonia 
• Works as arranger of  Barcelo Orchestra, Barcelona, Catalonia. 
• Concert with Pere Soto & Bill Gerhardt quartet at Bim Huis, Amsterdam, Holland with an special guess Cris 

Lachotta on bass. 
 • Concert of free jazz at “la Cova del Drac”, Barcelona with the American legend drummer Joe Gallivan and 

English cello-bass player Tony Moore. (Cecyl Taylor was at the audience and made incredible comments about 
Pere to the press.) 

• Jazz Festival Zwolle with (Tom Jones Blues band)  
Bim Huis februari' 93 (Pere Soto & Bill Gerhardt quartet)  
• St Johan Tirol Jazz Festival with (Joe Malinga Sudafrican band) 
 
Others concerts in Europe with Pere Soto & Bill Gerhardt quartet and some magazines quotes; 
David Dupont, Cadence (jazz & Blues: creative improvised music)  New York, February 1993, USA 
"...Quartet plays tightly riveted ensembles. Within this framework, both leaders play long, clean lyrically turned 
solos. 
...is replete with small virtues and sense of craftsmanship. 
Mingus B. Formentor, La Vanguardia, 4 febrero 1993, Spain 
"...pláceme recalcar a todo neón que uno de esos brillantísimos jazzmen se ha criado entre Terrassa y Badalona." 
Miquel Jurado, El Pais 1 de febrero de 1993, Spain 
...Música marcada por la libertad estética y las ansias de ir cada vez más lejos en una búsqueda que no parece 
tener final. 
...El Free Jazz perfectamente asimilado y puesto al dia con una contundencia nada desdeñable. 
Amsterdam, World Music/Jazz 1993, Holland 
"...the spanish born, self-taught guitarist, composer and arranger Soto is recognised as a leader in his native 
musical sound." 
jazziz july 85 (international jazz magazine) 
We’re witnessing a golden age of improvisors. The number of knowledgeable, technically proficient musicians 
around is scary. Six appear on this CD: guitarrist Soto,pianist Gerhardt,soprano saxophonist Dave Liebman,bassist 
Ben Allison, drummer Jeff Ballard and trumpeter Dave Douglas... Soto varies his tone quite a bit; sometimes it’s 
concentrated and penetrating, on other occasions, he produces a broader sound sound reminiscent of John 
Scofield. At times, he uses distortion effectively. 
 
Classic compositions composed;  
- Started working on his Opera Joeri. 
- Interludi per oboe i arpa. 
 

 
 
 

1994 
 

His second CD, "Particular Vernacular", was recorded during February 1994 in New York City with his partner Bill 
Gerhardt on the piano and invited artists like Jeff Ballard, drums, Ben Allison, Dave Douglas, trumpet and Dave 
Liebman, sax. 
Pere Soto & Bill Gerhardt Quartet "Particular Venacular" (Planet  X New York). 
Press; ... Two takes on the striking title composition bookend the eight other compositions in this intriguing and 
beautifully realized set. Not a standard on the bill of fare, but a variety of approaches to form and musical 
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communication, anchored in a hard.swinging free bop sensibility... JazzTimes 10/0171997 by Bill Bennett. 
As a agent management with Chetman Prod. he is organizing tours around Spain and Europa, with several artist 
like: Melva Houston, Carla Cook, Fay Victor, Robin Nolan, etc. 

Classic compositions composed; 
Els Jardins De Prats 

1995 Super Vocal Meeting project. ( An original project with 3 singers and a full band) 
Concerts around Spain and Germany.  
Casino de Granollers, Barcelona, Jazz festival Terrasa, Auditori d’Andorra, a concert for the president of the Nation. 

Masterclass at wake forest university in Winston-Salem North Carolina, USA invited by the legendary trombonist 
Tom Smith. 

• International Jazz Festival Jazz en la costa 8ª edición. Almuñécar (Granada), del 20 al 24 de julio, Spain with
Fay Victor, Bill Gerhardt + Pere Soto quartet.

http://www.jazzgranada.es/festival-jazz-en-la-costa/jazz-en-la-costa-ediciones/
• Melva Houston & Pere Soto in concert at Clavicembalo.  Quote magazine; El progreso, Galicia, Spain.
• Writes a Big band arrangement for Melva Houston for amateur students at Vic, town of Catalonia.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=idVSkIV2IXY
• Concert at Jazz Club Visiones august 95 (N. York) with Bill Gerhradt, Ben Allison and Jef Ballard.
Jazz Festival La Garriga with Pere Soto, Melva Houston, Bill Gerhardt, Jeff Ballard.

1996 • Esslingen Jazz Festival with Melva Houston. (Germany)
• Recorded with Vania Nazaré "Brasileira-mente" (1996 - CD 001 Sabam) Brasil.
• Festival de Jazz Tàrrega 1996 with (Djangos Castle) Pere Soto trio at The Botanic cultural center april 96,

Antwerpen, Belgium

Classic compositions composed;  
Viola At The Green Valley  published by Periferia music 
(https://www.sheetmusicboard.com/sheetmusic/1417138/viola-at-the-green-valley) 

1997 Contract with Delta Airlines involving them as a sponsoring flights tickets for American players coming on tour in 
Spain.  
Several concerts in Spain and Germany and USA with a singer from North Carolina; Melva Houston. 
In May is invited by Delta Airlines, he visited and played in San Francisco (California) at the Mouskoni center of 
the Java conference.  

1998 • Recorded In Amsterdam, Holland, with the singer from New York Fay Victor her CD “In my Own Room” for
Timeless Records. Fay Victor "In My Own Room" (1998 Timeless Records CD SJP446)
Quote (https://www.allmusic.com/album/in-my-own-room-mw0000090158)
AllMusic Review by Dave Nathan;
.....Much credit has to go to Pere Soto's guitar, which matches the intensity of Victor's in-depth probe of the 
Jobim tune. For that matter, Soto's exciting, intense guitar playing, with its occasional soirees into flamenco, 
is a major attraction of this album. Since there is only one cut with a piano, his guitar is the principal backing 
for Victor. 

• Starts working as a engraver with Clivis publications in Barcelona and also starts publishing music with them.
(http://www.clivis.cat/es/3_soto-pere?id_manufacturer=3&n=15)

• He teaches a two-month course for the Generalitat of Catalonia on new technologies, (audio-midi-multimedia)
• Professor of multimedia, music software and adviser of musical programs in the school "Microfusa of

Barcelona".

Classic compositions composed; 
- Divertimento for Sax quartet Nº 1
- Canción del Naranjo Seco (chamber ensemble)
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1999 • Appears with Big John Patton Band at the North Sea Jazz Festival, (Holland).
Also Is invited by the Saxophonist Lou Donaldson and the organ player Lonnie Smith to join for a couple tunes on
stage at la Boite jazz club, Barcelona, Catalonia.

• Creates the Pere Soto √drums#2 with Jordi Gardeñas, David Xirgu and Joan Marti.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tlp0-nwn2Fw 

• Works teaching Midi and composition at Adagio school in Barcelona. Catalonia.
• Worked with Coco-Comin Prod. on the show “jass” at the Theather “Scenic” of Barcelona playing guitar and

banjo.

Classic compositions composed; 
- Sonajilla Pal Paquillo (flute),  Fantasia Núm. 1 (piano), String Quartet No.2.

http://www.clivis.cat/es/conjuntos-con-violin/37-string-quartet-nr-2.html 
- 4 Inventions for Guitar and Violin
- Gel I Neu (guitar) published by CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform.
Score at; https://www.amazon.in/Anyoranca-Excalibur-gosset-Nieve-llano-ebook/dp/B078RRZV3G
- Kosovo (guitar)

2000 Traveled to Mexico invited by the String Quartet of Mexico city to the premier of his String Quartet nº 2 at the 
Capilla centro Helénico de Ciudad de México with world class musicians (Miguel Meissner i Sebastian Kuwapiss 
- violins, Mikhail Tolpygo -Viola, Sona Poshotian-cello).
• In May 2000, he was commissioned to create music for the interactive website at Flash Macromedia of the

company Larios Spain.
• That year he starts working as a webmaster using Flash Macromedia, Adobe Photoshop, Adobe Golive,

dreamweaver, etc.
• Also as a free apple computer assistance for musicians.

Classic compositions composed; 
- Impotencia al Bergueda (guitar)
- Perspectives invisibles (guitar)

2001 He becomes a member of the ACC (association of Catalan composers) 
appears with his band Django’s Castle for the first time at the Birmingham Jazz Festival, England with a 
tremendous success. Since then has been playing on that festival 9 times last one in 2017. 
• Got a job at Embassaments acústics studio in San Cugat del Valles, Barcelona has a sound engineer and

producer. Specialized on Grand piano concerto recordings. Is going to produced several recordings and started
producing his own band Django’s Castle for the next years; Django's Castle "Nuages" (2001 - Satchmo),
Django's  Castle "Prisoners of Love" (2002 - Imagen), Pere Soto & Django's  Castle "El Caliqueño del Califa"
(Taller de músics 2004).

• Menorca Jazz Festival 2001 with Django’s Castle.
• Birmingham Jazz Festival 2001 with Django’s Castle.
• Concert and guitar master at Bellas artes in Oaxaca.

• Appears in the Alain Derbez’s mexican book “El jazz en México: Datos para esta historia “.

Classic compositions composed; 
- Suite Per A Elena (barroco ensemble)
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2002 • Several festival in Spain and england and radio-TV programs with Django’s Castle. 
 
Quotes; 
BIRMINGHAM POST AUTUMN 2002, England 
Django's castle is, paradoxically, both one of the most authentic and one of the most original of the numerous 
Django-inspired bands, featuring the repertoire of the Hot Club of France and Pere Soto originals in the Django 
tradition as well as standards. Soto is steeped in Djangology, but his own compositions are anything but derivative. 
He virtuoso guitar playing lies at the heart of the group, and he is so immersed in the Django tradition that he even 
adopts the great man's fingering /two fingers short) for the classic Nuages. 
 ‘... a long-awaited return appearance from Django’s Castle, those magnificent crusading Reinhardt obsessives 
from Barcelona. Pere Soto leads his fellow guitarists in a glorious cascade of dancing notes ...’s 
BIRMINGHAM EVENING MAIL - JULY 2002, England 
Pere Soto’s group’s distinctive brand of gypsy jazz demanded attention with its compelling rhythms and quirkily 
unexpected melodies. 
 
THE JAZZ RAG  (England)   
' Pere Soto's distinctive brand of gypsy jazz commands attention  
with its compelling rhythms and quirkily unexpected melodies.'   
 
 WILLIAM JAMES, BIRMINGHAM EVENING MAIL - JULY 2002  
 
DJANGO'S CASTLE Birmingham International Jazz Festival 
The big hit of last year's festival, but still comparatively little known in this country, the Catalan quintet, Django's 
Castle, has returned for four days of joyful and intensive music making. Even performing for the afternoon shoppers 
in the Pallasades, Pere Soto's group's distinctive brand of gypsy jazz demanded attention with its compelling 
rhythms and quirkily unexpected melodies. Soto's virtuoso guitar playing lies at the heart of the group, so steeped 
in the Django traditon that he even adopts the great man's fingering (i.e. two fingers short) for the classic Nuages. 
Pere brings the dynamism to Django's Castle. An expert in flamenco music, he is anything but a Reinhardt clone, 
duetting whimsically with bassist Joan Marti or engaging in hell-for-leather pursuits with his other two guitarists. As 
well as the repertoire of the Hot Club of France, notably the hauntingly beautiful melody from which they derive 
their name,Django's Castle feature Pere Soto originals in the Django tradition and roar through standards like 
Sweet Georgia Brown, powered by the rhythm guitars of Joan Ramon Punti and Josep Traver. 
 
METRO LIFE, England 
'... a long-awaited return appearance from Django's Castle, those magnificent crusading Reinhardt obsessives 
from Barcelona. Pere Soto leads his fellow guitarists in a glorious cascade of dancing notes ...'  
 
Lechodescuillere 2002 (FRANCE) 
Ce groupe ibérique en est à sa deuxième (auto) production. Le guitariste Pere Soto, leader de la formation, y 
exprime encore son admiration pour le génial manouche. Mais Pere, s'il connaît parfaitement la musique de 
Django, est aussi influencé par d'autres musiques (guitaristes ?) et cela s'entend principalement dans son phrasé 
: l'ombre de Larry Corryell (le fameux disque "Young Django" 
avec Stéphane Grappelli et Philippe Catherine) ou même de Robert Johnson (quelques bends sauvages). Sur le 
disque précédent notre homme jouait sur une ovation folk et nous le regrettions un peu (le son un peu ...) mais 
cette fois-ci, Pere manoeuvre sur un modèle réglementaire bouche en D, ce qui ne l'empêche pas de faire à sa 
façon. Les reprises sont arrangées maison (Minor swing, Djangology, Douce ambiance, Body and soul) et donnent 
ce qu'on peut attendre d'un bon quartet à trois guitares (un seul soliste) et une contrebasse. Ne nous étendons 
pas sur l'intérprétation vocale de "There will never be another you", à moins qu'il faille l'écouter au second degré, 
ni sur la mise en place assez maladroite de "Place de Brouckère". En revanche, la version de "Body and soul" est 
une surprise : après une intro-solo de guitare un peu moderno-complexe, vient subitement s'imposer une 
rythmique et un son digne du QHCF, avec un joli chorus et les craquements du gramophone, chouette clin d'oeil. 
Il faut retenir également les jolies compositions du leader, le swinguant "Menor-K" avec la voix de Pere à l'unisson, 
la délicieuse "Hele Guify" ou la fière "rumba 2001", la version de "Jitterburg waltz" peuutilisée en swing à cordes. 
L'album conclut sur une impro solo très nostalgique intitulée "Citlaly". Pere Soto nous laisse espérer unesuite 
heureuse à l'aventure "Django's Castle", un des rares groupes de ce style en Espagne. 
 
Daniel Meyer, Jazz in Time N° 28, Belgium 
"...Pere Soto en connaît un bout, croyez-moi, et il a même eu le temps de se créer, à partir de cette "base" un 
langage personnel et tout à fait réjouissant." 
Other quotes and magazines; 
• JANO (medicine), Vol, LXIII, nº 1448 (Barcelona Spain) 
 
Classic compositions composed; 
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- String Quartet N.3 “Chiapas”, published by Periferia music 
- 7 Estudis Jazzístics per Fagot i Vibrafon,  published by Periferia music 
- Cuarteto De Clarinetes Nº1, published by Periferia music 
- Concerto Desnazionalizado 
- String Quartet Nº 5 
- 12 Duets per a Arpa i Clarinet   

2003 
 

Some collaboration with the Mexican Free Jazz Craneo de Jade, México city, and playing at the International 
Huajupan Festival in Oaxaca, Mexico. 
 
• Produced the CD “ A orillas del patio” of the Band Union y progreso from Talea de Castro, Oaxaca, Mexico. 
 
Classic compositions composed;  
- String Quartet Nº 6 
- Nieve En El Llano (guitar)  published by CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. 
https://www.amazon.com/Anyoranca-Excalibur-gosset-Nieve-llano-
ebook/dp/B078RRZV3G/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1518281121&sr=8-
1&keywords=nieve+en+el+llano+pere+soto&dpID=615wrLDWukL&preST=_SX342_QL70_&dpSrc=srch 
 
 
 

2004 
 

Usa tour 2004 
• Watertown festival, NY 
• North Carolina tour with Bill gerhardt, Mike Holstein, bass Byron Hedgepeth, drums, etc. 
• Concert for The Jazz Composers Forum at the Diana Wortham Theatre, Asheville 
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• Master class of Django Reinhardt and his music at the UNCA, university of Asheville, NC. Receiving a 
congratulations letter from the Director Dr. David Wilken. 

• In Austin, Texas, recorded with "Alex Coke and the Creative Opportunity Orchestra performing 'Iraqnophobia'".  
https://www.discogs.com/Alex-Coke-Wake-Up-Dead-Man-Iraqnophobia/release/6319625 
While in Texas he performed with Rich Harney, Chris Maresh, Chris Searles. and he worked as an Assistant 
arranger and scoring on the Tina Marsh project: “Courage of the Butterfly”. 
Pere Soto & Alex Coke Band at Austin Market, Texas 2004. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jJDH56o3qx0 
• San Miguel de Allende multidisciplinary performance with Oscar Martinez (painter- visual artist) and special 

concert in the theatre Angela Peralta. 
• He plays at Warwick festival in England with his trio Django’s Castle. 
Quote; 
Warwick Festival 2004...England 
This catalan group is certainly the dream team among bands in the Hot club of France tradition... 
 
• Premiered of his composition for solo Harp “Lamento molecular” by Magdalena Barrera Oro. In Barcelona. 

Catalonia. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tpr5uM1ekNQ 
It had been included on the CD “Avuimúsica: corda pinçada, corda percutida” by Associació Catalana de 
Compositors de Cataluña. Departamento de Cultura under label Ars Harmonica. 
https://ar.napster.com/artist/corda-percutida-corda-pincada/album/avuimusica---col-leccio-de-musica-catalana-
contemporania-vol 
 
Total Guitar Project 
3 hours of a trip to the best guitar solos of XX century. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RI-AC3JqKzM 
Robert Johnson, Freddie Green, George Benson, Jimmy Hendrix, Carlos Santana, John Mclauglin, Django 
Reinhardt, BB.King, Alvin Lee, Johnny Winter, Pat Metheny, Joe Pass, Paco De Lucia, Baden Powell, Steve Howe, 
Joe Satriani, Robert Fripp, Eric Clapton, Wes Montgomery, Barney Kessel, Jymmy page, richie blackmore, etc! 
Entre dos aguas of Paco de Lucia 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hGtl51WVx8k 
Europa of Carlos Santana 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GGsHkWk3JiM 
• He is choosen to be part of the gypsy project from Norway; Django Festival 3, Hot Club Records 2004 

(HCRCD109) 
 
Classic compositions composed; 
- When The Ocean Becomes Chromatic, Published by Periferia music 
- El Bufón De Liliput, Published by Periferia music 
- Mas Alla De La Madre Superiora (chamber trio) 
(http://peresoto.com/wp/?p=724) 
video rehearsal https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zp6USB497RQ 
- String quartet nº 7 Birmingham   
 

2005 
 

• Master-class at PSU (Portland State University), Oregon. 
• Masterclass at Portland Jazz Jams, the seven secrets of Jazz Improvisation. 
• Pere Soto & Craneo de Jade meeting in San Miguel de Allende, Mexico. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lMsT1GyRyJ0 
 
He recorded Blue drag at Trama Studios in Badalona, Catalonia. Django's Castle "Blue Drag" (Satchmo 2006) 
• Takes a training Pro-tools course of several months in Barcelona payed by the studio recording Embassaments 

Acustics. 
• Guitar solo concert at Sutton Acoustic guitar Club, Sutton Coldfield, England. 
 
 

2006 
 

He got a chapter on John Engel ’Uncommon Sound", the ultimate book about left handed 
guitarists that change the music, along with standing artists like: Albert King, Jimi Hendrix and 
Paul McCartney. The book highlights him as one of the most relevant left handed guitarists of 
all guitar history. http://www.anythinglefthanded.co.uk/rec/guitar/uncommon-sound.html 
 
• Recording of the Cd Oasis with Pere Soto & David Valdez 
https://store.cdbaby.com/cd/valdezsoto 
 
Quotes; 
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Liner notes for OASIS  
Tim Price wrote the liner notes for Oasis, my new CD project with guitarist/composer Pere Soto. We're still 
shopping the CD to European record labels and have a few leads so far. We found a record label that really 
likes, but can't afford the advance we need. They are acting as our agent at the MIDEM international music 
industry convention. I'm just trying to be patient.  
I wanted someone who really understood my playing to write the notes. Tim knew all the teachers I studied with. 
I also felt that he really appreciated the direction I was headed as well as the musical influences that had shaped 
my playing. He have been trading our music for years but have never met in person. I'm very happy with how the 
liner notes turned out. He really understood what we were trying to do with this CD.  

"When one considers what makes a meeting of two master musicians interesting, there are several common 
factors that can be observed throughout the history of jazz. The interest is found in the contrast between a 
common vocabulary and lineage but interpreted individually which of course is one of the main facets of jazz. In 
other words, there is enough similarity for some semblance of a unified approach, but at the same time enough 
differences to attract interest. With David Valdez and Pere Soto the unity and differences are clearly 
demonstrated.  
Stylistically, David and Pere approaches are very distinct. They both stretch the rhythm and harmony, but in 
completely different ways. David seems to slip and slide around within the framework of a tune in with a wide 
range of articulations and intervallic choices. He plays with the beat creating a kind of spiraling vortex of sounds. 
One of the very best modern day alto players!  

Pere Soto dives straight into the center of the harmony and pulse using his incredible imagination to create a 
universe of its own within the structure of the tune. Speed and dexterity are fundamental to his style .Ya know, 
when I close my eyes and listen to him, it’s amazing.  

Finally, there is the sheer joy and camaraderie the David Valdez and Pere Soto of playing and listening to each 
other. Classic! This disc is stellar and packed with just the kind of experience needed, which is to the advantage 
of the listener because it brings a relaxed informality to the recording.  

Pere in his own way has extended the language on his instrument to a level prominent enough to have a major 
effect. It has been my feeling that with our culture's emphasis upon and rewarding of conformity rather than 
originality has been increasingly stifled in the past decade or so. You won't hear that stifled approach here! In his 
playing you hear the history of jazz!  

David Valdez can do so much and has always struck me as rather distinctive on that level as well. He tends to go 
more directly head to head inside the music. Maybe this translates musically to more chances taken, more 
densely packed lines, more roughness and use of combinations in the sound.  

Most of these tunes allow the artists to use their common language, as a vehicle for creativity and self-
expression. It is a vital source of listening experience, I've known Valdez for years musically, and his playing is a 
vital asset to this music. This disc combines a kind of textural austerity with the sometimes forbiddingly jagged 
melodies that just make you return to it daily, the results are very attractive.  

This new recording by these two modern day masters is a step in a well-needed direction. This excellent project 
brings together highly respected players whose paths have crossed before in various configurations over the 
years. As a unit, they authoritatively and creatively play the music on this disc with great personal integrity 
coupled with intensity and energy, formidable chops and intelligence that recalls the forward thinking.  

Hear It! It is something very special. 
Tim Price 

Concerts, activities and festivals In Oregon 
• PDX Jazz Festival David Valdez quartet.
• Bend, Oregon, with David Valdez quartet.
• Live Recording at KMHD and some gigs with guitarist John Stowell.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Gs51BtUS7s
• Radio interview with Lynn Darrock at KMHD.
• Oasis CD release party.
• Jimmy Mak’s Jazz club.
• concert at Jaxs in Portland with David Valdez quartet. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b06FnQfxgEg
• Sideman and arranger at Instepmusic studios.
• Playing with the pianist Jonathan Swanson around Portland.
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Casa Valdez Studios; The amazing Pere Soto!   
Quotes; I ran first into Pere Soto at a jam session at Clyde's Prime Rib here in Portland. He was in town for a few 
weeks before going back home to Barcelona. He blew me away. Besides having massive chops he was 
astoundingly creative. Pere would sound bluesy one second then boppish, then he would sound like he was playing 
contemporary classical. His Brazilian playing was even happening! There were no boundaries for Pere Soto, it was 
all improvisation. When I browsed his web site I found that he does a Django project in Europe called Django's 
Castle. He has some interesting digital art on his site too. I sometimes feel trapped out on the west coast. It seems 
like all anyone wants to play is very inside traditional Bop. Then there is the other extreme here with the totally free 
players. I like both, but miss the more modern eclectic approach of the East Coast and Europe. Pere is back in 
town for a little while and is a refreshing addition to the PDX Jazz scene. Let's hope he decides to stay. His site 
has some great videos that will blow the minds of Django fans. He even does the two finger Django thing on a few 
of the videos. 
 
• Concert at Sant Cugat del Valles, Barcelona, Catalonia (Jazz impro + digital art) 
• PERE SOTO & DIGIART I  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sdfpaFeFhEY 
 
• Pere soto & Django's Castle at Minerva Tarragona Festival 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=muKSL7EE1ig 
 
He is commissioned to do string arrangements on several tunes by Jerry Naylor at Instepmusic studios. 
 
Classic compositions composed; 
- “Lulu” Triple Concerto for Bandurria, guitar, harp and orchestra 
- Chamber Quartet nº 1 (clarinet Bb, Bassoon, 2 Vibes and harp) 
 
- Video (DVD) production and he acts as director with the actor in his role as Mozart for the production “Mozart al 
Castell de  Sant Marçal” (250th Mozart anniversary) Cerdanyola, Barcelona, Spain. 
http://cerdanyola.info/cultura/mozart-al-castell-de-sant-maral/ 
 
 

2007 
 

 
Concert with Alfonso Villalonga (French jazz, chanson) at Temporada alta de SALT (Catalonia) (Une soirée chez 
Villalonga) and at Teatre Lliure, Barcelona, Festival de Tardor de Catalunya  
http://www.teatrelliure.com/webantiga/1213/documents/temp0708/vilallonga_cas.pdf 
• Premiere of his song “Fa temps que et vull donar-te un peto” at Lloc de pas, Macba Barcelona (27/VI/2007) 
Carmen Sanchez (soprano) Juli Rodriguez (piano). 
 
• Concert JAZZ BADALONA REUNIO 07 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t9E33D7QXXU, Badalona, 
Catalonia. 
 
• PERE SOTO & DJANGO'S CASTLE al BEL-LUNA de BARCELONA playing improvisation nº 1 of Django 
Reinhardt & body and soul. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mj_qpNNCwXU 
 
• PERE SOTO & BILL GERHARDT QUARTET I remember dolphy..live recording at DIANA WORTHM 
CENTER, ASHEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NusFigza_Qk 
• Pere Soto & Django's Castle at Auditori de Vilareal, Spain 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=guT7okLGe2c 
• PERE SOTO & DJANGO'S CASTLE improvisation at JAZZ CAVA TERRASSA 28-4-07 Catalonia 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KC6szB_bBT4  
• playing Anouman (Django Reinhradt) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4SCDpLUS_nQ 
• PERE SOTO & DJANGO'S CASTLE AT PETRER GUITAR FESTIVAL 2007 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h7yBbG2SULI 
 
His string quartet nº 3 “Chiapas” was premiered at the Ljubljana Festival, Slovenia by Godalni Kvartet. 
 
Classic compositions composed; 
- Catalonia Sax Quartet, published by Clivis publ. 
- Coctel Oaxacoff, published by Periferia music. 
- Fantasia Circense G8! ,published by Periferia music. 
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- Sonata La Gran Mentira (guitar), published by Periferia music.
- Sonata Para Nadie Más Que Yo (guitar), published by Periferia music.
- Lamento Molecular, published by Clivis publ. video: https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=tpr5uM1ekNQ,
CD at: https://www.prestoclassical.co.uk/classical/products/8069055--avuimusica-col-leccio-de-musica-catalana-
contemporania-vol-7
- Un Cuento Y Una Lágrima (chamber ensemble) http://peresoto.com/wp/?p=655
- 7 cançons, 7 poemes (Poema Fa Temps, Avui es lluna plena, Com Cantan Els Ocells, Ha Tornat L’estiu, Lluna
De Sagàs, Cor Arronsat, El Guerrero)
- Carolina (guitarra and cello)
- Tendresa Absoluta (sax and piano)

2008 • Multidisciplinary project DIGIMUSPLAST at MACBA (museum of contemporary art in Barcelona)
http://digimusplast.blogspot.mx
• Interview at jazz Scene, Oregon’s Jazz Magazine, February 2008 by Lynn Darrock.
• Podcast with Lynn darrock. http://www.lynndarroch.com/wordpress/archives/category/podcasts
• DjangoFest at Laguna Beach Festival of Arts (Los Angeles, USA)
• Press at Laguna Beach Independent (Los Angeles);  ... The night of the Django Fest, Pere Soto told us of a
time when he played and someone in the audience shouted that he was good, real good, but could he play with
two fingers? He did, and he did for us that night. With an unshakable clarity, I experienced the captivation of music.
• DjangoFest Mill Valley concert. San Francisco, USA.
• 14 Arrangements commissioned by David Valdez in Portland, Oregon;
Through borderlines, Bossando pra ella, Blues or not a blues, Armonica, Speaking through time, Goodbye, Mr. 88,
Looking the sky in my pocket, Oasis, Latin suffering, Sailing, LT, Hi beck, Chick came around.

• Guitar worshop at Iago, Oaxaca, Mexico. http://biblioiago.blogspot.mx/2008/01/curso-de-guitarra-de-
jazz.html

• Pere Soto & Django's Castle at "Cicle de Jazz i Músiques del Món de Joventuts Musicals de Sabadell
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_F0UH3a3EXc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJVmaQfZ_Uc 

Classic compositions composed; 
- “AQUARIUM V2” for woodwind trio. Premiered by OBC trio on XII TEMPORADA DE MÚSICA 
CONTEMPORÀNIA. BARCELONA.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xvw2G7LJ8Vs
- Set Miniatures per guitarra clàssica
- Cristobal Collons
- Salve Regina published by La Ma de Guido (Sabadell)
- https://www.trito.es/es/tienda/articulo/17464/salve-regina-para-coro-femenino-y-organo
- Protostonfera for 1 percussionist, published by Clivis publ.
http://www.clivis.cat/ca/percussio-solo/39-protostonfera.html
- Un Somriure Nocturn
- Sentiments encriptats per cello sol
- Dyehuti Concerto for Bandurria
- La Comtessa de Perejil (chamber trio)
- Tarraconda concertante triple para Mezzo soprano, trompeta, guitarra y orquesta
http://peresoto.com/wp/?s=Tarraconda&submit=Search
- Recordant 1714 (sardana)
- Nit D’estels (sardana)
- Les Flors Del Meu Jardi (sardana)
- Un somriure nocturn adaptació per sextet de bandurries

2009 • There is a World premiere of his composition "Triunphant" in the Palacio de Congresos in Jaca, Huesca, Spain,
during the International Mathematical Conference "LIBGOBER" (Topology of Algebraic Varieties).
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YSEJrOj9qb4

• Is commissioned to Compose “Azar de soñador” for piano and violin tribute to the Spanish composer Tapia-
Colman. http://www.diariodelaltoaragon.es/NoticiasImprimir.aspx?Id=603357 

• Recorded a CD of free improvisation in Mexico city with Aremi Alvarez. Remisotopos, published by Intolerancia
records. Got a nice review at “signal to noise” magazine USA.

• Study Serialism, Dodecaphonic Techniques, Integral Serialism, Olivier Messiaen language, pitch class, Bach
Canon inverted for XX century composition with  Victor Rasgado in “Casa” centre of Arts of San Agustin de
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Etla, Oaxaca. 
 
Classic compositions composed; 
- Canon (Hd 48915) (piano), published by Periferia music. 
-  Aniversario Lunático Nº 40 
commissioned by O.C.P.C.A. (Orquesta de Cuerda Pulsada de los Conservatorios de Aragón, Spain)  
video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rAOx3TPOO0I 
press: http://www.diariodelaltoaragon.es/NoticiasImprimir.aspx?Id=727953 
- Tuttofonic 
- Canon para Esgas 
- Triunphant 
- Quarteto de madera nº1 (woodwind quartet nº1) 
- Aromas Selváticas (guitar), published by CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform 
score at: https://www.amazon.com/Aromas-selvaticas-Fauna-rebelde-
bugbunny/dp/1981956565/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1518284082&sr=1-
1&keywords=aromas+selvaticas&dpID=51meb3s0J9L&preST=_SX218_BO1,204,203,200_QL40_&dpSrc=srch 
Cd at: https://store.cdbaby.com/cd/peresoto4 
 
- Azar De Soñador 
Quote; ...They finished with the absolute premiere of Azar de soñador, by Pere Soto. This work tribute to Simón 
Tapia-Coloman interspersed poems by Dámaso Alonso, Luis Cernuda, Pedro Salinas and Pere Soto, transmitting 
a very special atmosphere, combining the influence of jazz, language and contemporary effects and memories of 
Spanish music. 
- Fauna Rebelde (guitar) published by CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform 
score at: https://www.amazon.com/Aromas-selvaticas-Fauna-rebelde-
bugbunny/dp/1981956565/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1518284082&sr=1-
1&keywords=aromas+selvaticas&dpID=51meb3s0J9L&preST=_SX218_BO1,204,203,200_QL40_&dpSrc=srch 
CD at: https://store.cdbaby.com/cd/peresoto4 
- Sastrium Paradignus (guitar) 
- Lirionstide Flu-X7 (obertura canina) 
- Doble String Quartet Nº 11 
- Tala Pala Tontlos (guitar) 
- String Quartet Nº 9 (sinflechasCONARCOS) 
- El Secreto De Satinamuh (String Quartet Nº 10) 
- Sonatina Jazzistica (guitar) 
- Respirar Per Choral 

2010 

 
• Pere Soto & TaMo TuMa - DVD "LIVE IN BARCELONA" (Ear Opening Spontaneous Art Noise, Brain's Cell 

Burner Improvised Music) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bl-rY-qFfq4 
 
• Concert and Clinic at UNAM (University of Mexico) 
 
Classic compositions composed; 
- Delphinus B9Iv, woodwinds quintet (http://peresoto.com/wp/?p=454) 
- Guitarfox (guitar) 
- 3 Ventanales 
- Stringing Thoughts Of Equuleus 
- Festatut 
- Mística Betazoide for two harps 
- Llaves 1.0 
- Danza y Eclipse, brass quintet 
- My can lon on (guitar) 
- Hungar canon for guitar 
- Canon para Esgas, brass quintet 
 
 
 

2011 

 
• Is invited as a soloist with the Orquesta Sinfónica de Puebla, contributing original arrangements and conducting 

the orchestra along with the Oaxaca Big Band in 2 concerts in Puebla, Mexico. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JVGX_gBT2Rk 
 

• Django's Castle Project 2011 Live at Jazz al Parc festival in Badalona, Catalonia, Spain. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y3J5XV3m4G0 
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Classic compositions composed; 
- Concerto Desnazionalizado adaptación para trio original y bandurria
- Gypsysuite Zaradjangus
- Adam-lution for solo Double bass, published by Clivis publ.

- Eva-Lution for solo Double bass, published by Clivis publ.
http://www.clivis.cat/en/double-bass-solo/338-eva-lution-adam-lution.html
- Guitarlynx (guitar)
- Guitaratrox (guitar)
- Salmo 150
- Poesia Per Un Buit Ensordidor
- Invención para Viola y guitarra
- Preludi Amorfo 

2012 • TV show “Fusió i swing a l ‘estudi” on Catalan Television (TV3) with his Pere Soto Gypy Project.
http://www.ccma.cat/tv3/alacarta/programa/PERE-SOTO-GYPSY-PROJECT/video/4549912/

• International Jazz festival Peñiscola “ jazz a la Serena”
http://www.elperiodic.com/penyiscola/noticias/184917_festival-internacional-jazz-peiscola-acoge-concierto-
pere-soto-dentro-ciclo-‘jazz-serena.html

• Benjamín León, Pere Soto i Adrià Font at Siglo, St. Cugat, Barcelona
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GLREnb2RYpc&t=240s

• Starts his own studio recording. “Cualquier cosa studios” based in Oaxaca, Mexico.
• Masterclass at ECMM, Catalonia.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sr3MYZbVjV8

Classic compositions composed; 
- In The Middle Of Improvising Moments
- Multi-vitDraminic
- Dark Trio
- Colom-Biz (guitar quartet), published by Clivis publ.
http://www.clivis.cat/en/guitar-ensembles/290-colom-biz.html?search_query=Colom-Biz&results=1
- 3 Microduets (flute and cello), published by Clivis publ.
http://www.clivis.cat/en/flute-duos/266-microduets.html?search_query=3+Microduets&results=2
- Capricho Django, Bandurria, guitar, harp and string orchestra.
http://peresoto.com/wp/?p=516

premiered at Palacio de congresos of Huesca, Spain.
- Iberian Fallacy (sax quartet nº 3)
- Mizar (double whopper)
- Viatjes Afinestrats “mayas”
Imix, kan, Cimi, Ik, Chicchan

2013 • Important concert in the top European jazz event BIM-HUIS in Amsterdam, The Netherlands.
• Live Radio 6,  Ploctones & Pere Soto, Amsterdam, Holland.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gdcVqrV9xa4
• Live at the Bim Huis Amsterdam (07-september-2013)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yEHTqqPS1Ws
• With Benjamin Leon trio at Jazz Festival Peñiscola 2013
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UEQZuWOi42s

Classic compositions composed; 
- Suite Barroca 2012 (guitar) published by CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform.
CD at; https://www.amazon.fr/gp/product/B0787S6YPP/ref=dm_ws_sp_ps_dp
Score at; https://www.amazon.fr/Barroca-Hungar-Canon-Dance-Petits-
moments/dp/1982039531/ref=sr_1_1?s=english-books&ie=UTF8&qid=1518285442&sr=1-
1&keywords=Suite+barroca++2012+pere+soto&dpID=514n2EXFRRL&preST=_SX218_BO1,204,203,200_QL40
_&dpSrc=srch 
- Tre ali-capuccini
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- Saracotta (guitarra & TAPE) 
- Arpaguettis (arpa, & TAPE) 
- Butifafum guitar 
- Pizza 4 Quesos 
- Concert Per a Guitarra “Perictlus” published by Ma de Guido. http://www.lamadeguido.com/cat_soto.html 
- Somni 21 per a guitarra clàssica 
- Somni 12 per a guitarra clàssica i flauta 
- String Quartet nº 8 
- “Sonámbulo menguante” Quartet de cambra nº 1 
- “Can Pistrachs” for flute, oboe, Bassoon and acoustic guitar 
- “Ninotaurus” quartet de guitarres nº 2 
- Adagio for guitar 
- Adagio nº 2 for guitar 
- Adagio nº 3 for guitar 
- Adagio nº 4 for guitar 
- Adagio nº 5 for guitar quartet 
- Escherichia coli (rutinant a can Ruti) per flauta, guitarra i violí, published by Ma de Guido. 
http://www.lamadeguido.com/cat_soto.html 
- Els emails de don Juijote de la Taca I per Bariton, flauta, violí i piano 
- Els emails de don Juijote de la Taca II per Bariton, percussió i piano 
- Ruido de pastel moncloático (electroacústica) 
- String quartet nº 12 “Django en la Habana” published by Clivis publ. 

Score at; http://www.clivis.cat/es/cuartetos/457-django-a-l-havana.html 
- Cuarteto de bandurrias “Monte Leonem” 
 
 

2014 

 
• He has a part in the movie “The Jump! WTF experience” by Carme Puche. 
• 3 FREE,  live concert at Biblioteca Henestrosa, Oaxaca, Mexico 9-8-2014 (improvising music) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bXffCrMRgxQ 
• 7 FREE live concert at escuela superior de musica de mexico city, 41 Festival de Jazz de la ESM (improvising 

music) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JzUwLY9AV-s 
• Special radio program at Jazz Club de nit, Radio Sant Vicenç 90.2FM.  (Catalonia) 

http://jazzclubdenit.blogspot.mx/2014/05/programa-165-dia-29-de-maig-de-2014.html 
• Recorded and produced “Cosmic Goulash” published by Discordian Records. 
• Assisted at the course of 5 days about “Analysis of Alban Berg’s Wozzeck” in the Center of the Arts of San 

Agustin, Oaxaca. Mexico. 
 
Classic compositions composed;  
- Accidente rapero para Bandurria y TAPE 
- Tlayudoncus, Brass quintet 
- Els emails de don Juijote de la Taca III per Bariton, Flauta Baja, Tuba, Castanyoles i Steel drums 
- Ultraditera, guitar 
- Katacrack for Bassoon and Guitar 
- Excalibur el gosset, guitar 
CD at; https://www.amazon.fr/gp/product/B0787S6YPP/ref=dm_ws_sp_ps_dp 
Score at; https://www.amazon.in/Anyoranca-Excalibur-gosset-Nieve-llano-ebook/dp/B078RRZV3G 
- Platon Platan, guitar 
- Los extraindependientes, guitar 
- Muon y cuenta nueva, guitar 
- John Cage could told me this 
 

2015 

 
• In addition to several concerts in Mexico, plays at the III Jamboree Jazz Club Festival presenting “Pere Soto 

amb amics, (homage to master Gabriel Rosales)” Barcelona, Catalonia. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JVOmVxDmWZY 

• He chooses again to be part of the gypsy project from Norway; Django Festival 9, Hot Club Records 2015 
(HCRCD109) 

 
Others concerts; 
• Pere Soto Gypsy trio at Casablanca, Alcoy, Spain. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qltnPHdCYWw 
• Pere Soto in concert at Huacal, Oaxaca, Mexico (experimental impro) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QcvpMjQSP64&t=3s 
• Pere Soto & Ken Basman at Centro cultural San Pablo, Oaxaca, Mexico 21 august 2015 

26



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fCS2T5urTkY 
http://fahho.mx/blog/events/concierto-de-jazz-pere-soto-y-ken-basman/ 
• Live at Tio Lucas by Pere Soto & Ken Basman Quartet  San Miguel de Allende, Mexico 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tefwmIUJwdg 
• Pere Soto & Ken Basman live at Teatro Angela Peralta 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Rx1cJp3cBw 
• He produced the 1º CD of Cesar Hernandez, “Rru Tanue” (gypsy mexican -popular jazz) 
https://store.cdbaby.com/cd/cesarhernandezandres 
 
• Tomajazz review of  Pere Soto: Amb amics (ARS Harmónica, 2014) 

https://www.tomajazz.com/web/?p=17433 
 
Tomajazz extract quotes; 
"Just only you can not make it, with friends yes" the mythical phrase of the children's program “La Bola de Cristal” 
comes to me for obvious reasons.  Amb amics (ARS Harmónica, 2014) has been possible thanks to the 
collaboration of a large number of musicians. Pere Soto, was on the edge of the precipice in 2012. He was in 
Mexico (where he is appreciated and respected much more than in our country) and had to be hospitalized and 
operated urgently. Problems arose from the operation. More time in bed in serious condition. The sanitary costs 
were unaffordable for the guitarist so several concerts were organized in Catalonia to raise funds to be able to face 
the high expenses. Thanks to his friends, he was able to overcome the (I imagine) worst moment of his life. So the 
making of this album may be a way to thank all the support he received at the time. And what better way to record 
a disc with its own repertoire and played by a part of them... 
Amb amics is a very complete album if we talk about styling. Pere Soto, practically without ever leaving his Gypsy 
swing sound (or Gypsy Jazz), delves into other aspects such as rumba, blues, bebop, even classical music. It is 
clear that, having such a variety of musicians, choose to make compositions (all of their authorship) that suit their 
guests, but without losing their personality at any time (maybe it is the other way around). And what you can 
appreciate is that the guitarist continues the exploration of classic sound, very close to Django Reinhardt, who has 
been modeling for years. As you can see if they decide to buy this album, Pere Soto's technique is excellent. Clean 
and virtuous. And knowing that it is self-taught, the thought grows that if it is in the world of music, it is an innate 
question. He cannot escape. There are high doses of feeling. It is true that he does not invent anything. Nor does 
he intend it. Follow your instincts, create tirelessly and expose yourself to us. Moreover, he shares his compositions 
continuously through social networks (just these days published on Facebook that is about to reach the 1,000 
Songs, registered in SGAE) and specifically, in relation to the disc that we reviewed, publishes all the scores (all 
the compositions and some transcriptions of solos) in his official web giving a lot of information of all the recording. 
It is always appreciated. 
 
Classic compositions composed;  
- Kepler-438b – Kepler-442b for two guitars and tape 
- Laika for guitar and string quartet 
- Ibericolis marianatus, guitar 
- Au-delà avec Jules Verne per bandurria i guitarra I. (L’ Ile mystérieuse) 
- Au-delà avec Jules Verne per bandurria i guitarra II. (Vingt mille Lieues sous les mers) 
- Au-delà avec Jules Verne per bandurria i guitarra III. (Robur le conquérant) 
- Au-delà avec Jules Verne per bandurria i guitarra IV. (Voyage au centre de la Terre) 
- Au-delà avec Jules Verne per bandurria i guitarra V. (L’Ile à Helice) 
- Au-delà avec Jules Verne per bandurria i guitarra VI. (M. Ré-dièze et Mlle Mi-bémol) 
- Arguinpendix, Violoncel 
- El secreto de W. Storitz para banda sinfónica 
 
 

2016 

 
• Concert at Lunario (Auditorio Nacional) of Mexico City. 

 
Press; Milenio (Mexico) 

The Catalan Pere Soto has lived with the guitar from an age so early that you cannot remember without her. 
Formed in rock and blues, one day he came across the album Barney Kessel Live in Copenhagen and he thought: 
"This is another world." Later he learned the music of Django Reinhardt and it became one of his passions of life... 
http://www.milenio.com/cultura/critica-Musica-espiritu-Django_0_676732334.html 

• Televisa, Brozo, El Mañanero 
• La Jornada (Mexico) 

http://www.jornada.unam.mx/ultimas/2016/01/26/improvisar-°©‐es-°©‐ponerte-°©‐en-°©‐un-°©‐estado-°©‐ 
existencial-°©‐dice-°©‐pere-°©‐soto-°©‐148.html 
•  Concert-movie production Pere @ Soto at the Mogor (Ensenada, México). 
• Concert at Cenart Mexico City. Pere Soto & Galaxian Swingers (project for children) + Clown 
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An Intergalactic Manouche Legend at National center of Arts, Mexico City. (An extraterrestrial grandma 
disseminates in her planet her obsession for gypsy jazz thanks to a platonic love she had on earth. This is the 
story of a delirious concert.) 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iGwIMFWv1GE&t=650s) 

 
• With Arodi Martinez quartet (MORF TRIO) playing original song “Goodbye Captain Ken” at la Salvadora, 

Oaxaca. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PSdfYawksF0 
With Arodi Martinez quartet (MORF TRIO) playing original song  “Cap i Pota Blues” at Sol y la luna, Oaxaca. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JShfQfjw_Jk 
• Pere Soto & Pancho Lelo (mexican guitar player) Oaxacan summer tour. 
• Masterclass "Django at XXI century" in Puebla, Mexico. 
• NTX (Notimex) TV interview (Mexico) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fzZlxFfsy-M 
TV azteca promotional (one the most important in Mexico) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=buqup3vjjfM 
El Financiero Bloomberg TV 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AKLArLKP_YQ 
It appears at guitarraespañola.net  website 
https://guitarraespañola.net/pere-soto/ 
 
• Tijuana City tour 2017; 
Rouge Live Music, Praga Cafe, el Seis, ICBC Plaza Río Tijuana. 
Clinic of a week long at ICBC. 
Interview at AFN (Los Angeles) 
http://www.hoylosangeles.com/noticias/afntijuana/hoyla-la-musica-es-mas-que-entretenimiento-pere-soto-
20160826-story.html 
Tijuana TV canal Utv 157 live interview 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7WV54Rq1im8 
 
• He produced the 1º CD “Linda Taleanita” of the band “Alma Taleana” of Talea de Castro (Oaxaca, Mexico) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fx4Gn4U68lI 
 
Classic compositions composed;  
- Sagastiti, guitar 
- Trio Clandestrino nº 1 (per a flauta, french horn i guitarra) 
- Trio Clandestrino nº 2 (per a flauta, french horn i guitarra) 
- Trio Clandestrino nº 3 (per a flauta, french horn i guitarra) 
- La dansa del marsupial (flauta, oboe, fagot i guitarra) 
- Amkra-Moon, guitar 
- Bugbunny (per a guitarra clàssica) 
- Septembritis per a flauta viola i arpa 
- PintiquiSauridos per a bandurria, oboe i piano/clave 
- La guitaYes del Marcel, guitar 
 

That year he wrote almost one song a day, 250 in total so at the end of the year he could arrive at the number 
of 1000 songs-themes registered at SGAE. 
 

• Work as engraver and arranger through online for different companies; Joan Manem Association from 
Barcelona, Maria Grever School in Parets del Valles, Joan Capafons Co, Clivis.cat. 

 
 
 

2017 
 

Main composer in the Soundtrack of Juan Carlos Fanconi’s movie “A place in the 
Caribbean”. (Honduras-USA) 
 
• Produced his 1º CD of Classical guitar Integral vol. I  played by Jairo Lozano. (Arts 
Harmonica, Sabadell Spain) 
https://store.cdbaby.com/cd/peresoto4 
• Pere Soto " tribute to Ornette Coleman" (improvising music) 8-30-2017 at museum 
Rufino Tamayo México City. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oKD7Ir5KGRI&t=2118s 
• Pere Soto & Pep Lluis Guardiola grup (Funk) 
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concert at Casino de Granollers, june 30, 2017 presenting “Funky qui pogui “ CD. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rYUONZdHg_Y 
• Producing the CD Natural with brazilian singer Patricia Teles in Barcelona. 
• Recorded some tracks on Bruno Mansur CD “ Camino” at Studio Uno, Oaxaca. 
• Recording in Amsterdam “CHAMBER”, recorded at Abma Studio (Amsterdam-Holland) June 2017 with 

Pere Soto, guitar, Walter Lampe; piano, Alex Coke; piccolo, flute, bass flute, Arjen Gorter; contrabass, 
George Hadow; drums. 

"Pere Soto assembles these grand improvisers and with one word /one chord leads the group to a magnificently 
balanced musical dialogue on energy and intimacy". 
Audio engineer; Ruurd Abma, produced by: Walter Lampe & Pere Soto, mixing &  
• Mastering by Pere Soto at Qualquier Cosa Studios (Mexico). 
https://store.cdbaby.com/cd/chamber3 
Review; An outstanding recording from an excellent international quintet.  
An atmosphere of exciting and knowledgeable sound flows into a warm, organic music. 
• Recording a new CD, “Still here“ with Josep Traver at Temps Records, Catalonia.  
https://www.tempsrecord.cat/en/album/still-here/ 
...Pere Soto, he is a left-handed guitarist from Spain.  
He performs a wide range of styles from swing to modern. They already released "Thanks Django"(2010). In this 
work, it is recorded in Django #3,#10 and Stevie Wonder's masterpieces #1, Standards and Pere Soto 's original 
songs. 
In addition to the Django style, we can also hear the breathtaking modern ad lib. Jazzlife, Japan. 
• Recorded on the CD “Shades of Happiness” of Davi Valdez. 
• Alfonso Muñoz & Pere Soto duet (improvising music) 
8-26-2017 Biblioteca Henestrosa of Oaxaca city, Mexico 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PvXKtIP2j3I&t=669s 

• Pere Soto tribute to Ornette Coleman at Musem Rufino Tamayo, Mexico City.  (improvising music) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oKD7Ir5KGRI&t=488s 

• Pere Soto gypsy trio a Artte de Barcelona 25-07-2017 (gypsy Jazz) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7djHA5ClxVE 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NIUXQL_3qCc 

• Pere Soto gypsy trio at CAN CLOS 23 july 2017 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NQszYpqMR9k 

• Create a new personality, Pietro Sotil for music for images online for comercial purpose. 
https://www.audiosparx.com/pietrosotil, 

https://www.songtradr.com/musicsearch?s=pietro%20sotil 
• He produced the 2º Cd of Cesar Hernandez, “para mis abuelos” (gypsy mexican -popular jazz) 

 http://www.nvinoticias.com/nota/60067/lanza-rru-tanue-su-nuevo-disco-en-oaxaca 
• Masterclass in Puebla  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oybt_HnJprU 
• 5 Monk tunes Arrangements commissioned by David Valdez; 

Reflections, Think of one, We see, Thelonious, Ruby, my Dear. 
 
• Composed a collection of “Music for Images” under the name of Pietro Sotil on; 

AUDIOSPARX 
(https://www.audiosparx.com/pietrosotil)  
SONGTRADR 
https://www.songtradr.com/pere.soto 

 
Classic compositions composed;  
-  “Superflux (scordatura) for guitar” 
 
 
 

2018 

 
 

• Starts publishing with a new publishing company from Denmark, Europa. 
Bergmann Editon http://www.bergmannedition.com/ 
 
January – March; 
• Resident artist at KU, the university of Kansas, Usa. 
• Masterclass at UK University of Kansas. 
• Concert at Blue Room, Black Dolphin in Kansas City with David Valdez project. 
• Recordings with the Jazz Storyteller Lynn Darrock in Portland, Oregon. 
• KMHD radio interview with Lynn Darrock and John Stowell 
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2019 

• Produce in Studios Cualquier Cosa, Oaxaca -Mexico, the pop rock Xoxolteco new album of Cesar
Hernandez “Xie’e ndie Atonaltzin” (los hijos de Atonaltzin).

• Solo guitar concerto and masterclass at Fonoteca Juan León Mariscal, Oaxaca, Mexico.
• The movie “A place in the Caribbean” (Un lugar en el Caribe) by Juan Carlos Fanconi where he has the main

part of the soundtrack has been bought by HBO and start broadcasting all over the world. First in USA.
• The Spanish guitarist Jairo Lozano premiered some Pere Soto compositions from his album Classical guitar

Integral vol. I at several concerts around Spain.
• 3 weeks at Tijuana Music School, teaching Film Scoring, Improvisation and Jazz guitar.
• Publishing on Amazon all his books; amazon.com/author/peresoto

Classic compositions composed; 
- Piano concerto  “Bobby Fisher” (40 m. long)  Sibelius audio at;
https://www.dropbox.com/s/6fsg71h7l0fawpq/piano%20concerto%20Bobby%20fisher%202.0.mp3?dl=0
- Goodbye Captain Ken for Big band
- TELSANTY (piano trio with flute and cello)
- Delgypzy Classical, solo guitar
- Música sin canciones (dueto guitarra y flauta)
- My unnamed Friends Classical, solo guitar

- Solo guitar album Ballads. (Cdbaby digital edition)
- Pere Soto trio album “Sailing” (Cdbaby digital edition)
- Recording the first part of the Cd “Tribute to Herbie Nichols project with Enrique Heredia”.
- Appears at https://guitarraespañola.net/pere-soto/
- Laboratorio de Guitarra at JamSession school of Barcelona, Spain.
- Concert in Europe;

In Barcelona at Jazz Club La Vicentina, Sinestesia Jazz Club, Jazz Si Jazz Club, Jazzmen jazz Club, El
Etnológico de Badalona.
In Switzerland at Muralto town, and Jam Sessions at Zurich with Carles Peris, Jim Black, and others.
In Holland with Walter Lampe, Arjen Gorter.

- Pere Soto Amsterdam documentary at Irene's GJ Adventures 635: Meet Pere Soto. Irene's GJ
Adventures 611: Vols Ballar Amb Mi - Pere Soto.  Irene's GJ Adventures 609: Nuages - Pere Soto.
Irene's GJ Adventures 608: Manoir De Mes Rêves - Pere Soto.

- Teaching private lessons in Muralto, Switzerland.
- New compositons: Sota (classical guitar), Locarnitos (Flauta & Fagot), Uanpis (classical guitar), Uanpis

(versio cello & clave), Uanpis trio (cembalo, flauta i fagot), Marina (classical guitar), Poema al bosc
(guitarra Clàssica), Las brujas cantores (guitarra Clàssica), Duetrox (Trumpeta i guitarra acústica)

- Concierto en la Guelaguetza 2019, certamen de la Diosa Centéotl de Oaxaca, Mexico. (more than
110.000 views at CortTV https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gsSBCOQOK4s )
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Certificates	  

UNCLA	  University	  of	  Ashville,	  North	  Carolina	  
Festival	  de	  Jazz	  de	  Terrassa	  

Taller	  3	  
Clivis	  publicacions	  
La	  mà	  de	  Guido	  

Taller	  de	  músics	  de	  Barcelona	  
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A	  quien	  le	  concierna;	  

Queremos	  hacer	  constar	  que	  Pere	  Soto	  es	  muy	  conocido	  en	  nuestra	  escuela	  por	  sus	  

frecuentes	  Master	  Class,	  conciertos	  en	  diversos	  Festivales	  de	  Jazz	  de	  la	  zona	  y	  sus	  

propios	  métodos	  de	  improvisación	  y	  acercamiento	  al	  jazz,	  en	  especial	  su	  original	  

material	  didáctico.	  

Conciertos	  en	  la	  zona	  donde	  hemos	  podido	  presenciar	  a	  Pere	  Soto	  actuando	  en	  

diversas	  formaciones;	  

• Cafe	  del	  Mar	  Jazz	  Club	  1995.

• Festival	  Internacional	  de	  guitarra	  de	  Petrer	  2007.

• Festival	  Internacional	  de	  Peñiscola	  2007.

• Avui	  Jazz	  en	  el	  Auditori	  Municipal	  de	  Vila-‐real	  2007.

• Festival	  de	  Jazz	  de	  Peñíscola	  2012.

• Ciclo	  Avui	  Jazz	  de	  Vila-‐real	  2012.

Algunos	  recortes	  de	  prensa:	  

http://www.vivecastellon.com/noticiario/el-‐guitarrista-‐pere-‐soto-‐ofrece-‐una-‐

masterclass-‐y-‐actua-‐junto-‐a-‐benjamin-‐leon-‐y-‐adria-‐font-‐en-‐el-‐ciclo-‐avui-‐jazz-‐de-‐vila-‐

real-‐8275.html	  

http://www.elperiodicomediterraneo.com/noticias/espectaculos/pere-‐soto-‐pone-‐

mejores-‐notas-‐peniscola_751143.html	  

http://www.peniscola.org/bd/archivos/archivo479.pdf?nocache=0.35894	  
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En	  el	  área	  del	  Gypsy	  Jazz,	  Pere	  Soto	  es	  uno	  de	  los	  mejores	  conocedores.	  Cuenta	  con	  

gran	  número	  de	  seguidores,	  ya	  que	  es	  uno	  de	  los	  músicos	  españoles	  con	  más	  

trayectoria	  internacional	  desde	  el	  año	  1984.	  Lo	  avalan	  sus	  discos	  en	  esta	  materia,	  uno	  

de	  los	  cuales,	  “Swing	  Gitane	  -‐	  2007”	  ha	  sido	  editado	  por	  nuestro	  sello	  discográfico	  Blau	  

Records.	  http://www.blaurecords.com/br-‐web/swing.html	  

Su	  libro	  Pere	  Soto	  gypsy	  jazz	  Fakebook	  (http://www.djangobooks.com/Item/pere-‐soto-‐

fake-‐book)	  con	  cerca	  de	  100	  temas	  originales	  editado	  por	  la	  editorial	  Clivis	  Publicacions	  

se	  ha	  convertido	  en	  un	  clásico	  entre	  el	  alumnado	  de	  la	  escuela.	  

Sin	  más,	  atentamente,	  

Fernando	  Marco,	  director	  de	  Taller	  3	  Escuela	  de	  Música.	  
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Jazz	  Series	  Pere	  Soto	  books	  
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REVIEWS 

Warwick Festival 2004...England 

this catalan group is certainly the dream team among bands in the Hot club of 
France tradition... 

BIRMINGHAM	  POST	  AUTUMN	  2002,	  England	  
Django's castle is, paradoxically, both one of the most authentic and one of the most 
original of the numerous Django-inspired bands, featuring the repertoire of the Hot 
Club of France and Pere Soto originals in the Django tradition as well as standards. 
Soto is steeped in Djangology, but his own compositions are anything but derivative. 
He virtuoso guitar playing lies at the heart of the group, and he is so immersed in 
the Django tradition that he even adopts the great man's fingering /two fingers 
short) for the classic Nuages. 

 ‘... a long-awaited return appearance from Django’s Castle, those magnificent 
crusading Reinhardt obsessives from Barcelona. Pere Soto leads his fellow guitarists 
in a glorious cascade of dancing notes ...’ 

BIRMINGHAM EVENING MAIL - JULY 2002, 
England 

Pere Soto’s group’s distinctive brand of gypsy jazz 
demanded attention with its compelling rhythms 
and quirkily unexpected melodies. 

THE JAZZ RAG  (England)

' Pere Soto's distinctive brand of gypsy jazz 
commands attention  

with its compelling rhythms and quirkily 
unexpected melodies.'   

WILLIAM JAMES, BIRMINGHAM EVENING MAIL - JULY 2002

DJANGO'S CASTLE Birmingham International Jazz Festival 

The big hit of last year's festival, but still comparatively little known in this country, 
the Catalan quintet, Django's Castle, has returned for four days of joyful and 
intensive music making. Even performing for the afternoon shoppers in the 
Pallasades, Pere Soto's group's distinctive brand of gypsy jazz demanded attention 
with its compelling rhythms and quirkily unexpected melodies. Soto's virtuoso guitar 
playing lies at the heart of the group, so steeped in the Django traditon that he even 
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adopts the great man's fingering (i.e. two fingers short) for the classic Nuages. Pere 
brings the dynamism to Django's Castle. An expert in flamenco music, he is anything 
but a Reinhardt clone, duetting whimsically with bassist Joan Marti or engaging in 
hell-for-leather pursuits with his other two guitarists. As well as the repertoire of the 
Hot Club of France, notably the hauntingly beautiful melody from which they derive 
their name,Django's Castle feature Pere Soto originals in the Django tradition and 
roar through standards like Sweet Georgia Brown, powered by the rhythm guitars of 
Joan Ramon Punti and Josep Traver. 

 

METRO	  LIFE,	  England	  
'... a long-awaited return appearance from Django's Castle, those magnificent 
crusading Reinhardt obsessives from Barcelona. Pere Soto leads his fellow guitarists 
in a glorious cascade of dancing notes ...'  

 

Lechodescuillere 2002 (FRANCE) 

 

Ce groupe ibérique en est à sa deuxième (auto) production. Le guitariste Pere Soto, 
leader de la formation, y exprime encore son admiration pour le génial manouche. 
Mais Pere, s'il connaît parfaitement la musique de Django, est aussi influencé par 
d'autres musiques (guitaristes ?) et cela s'entend principalement dans son phrasé : 
l'ombre de Larry Corryell (le fameux disque "Young Django" 
avec Stéphane Grappelli et Philippe Catherine) ou même de Robert Johnson (quelques 
bends sauvages). Sur le disque précédent notre homme jouait sur une ovation folk et 
nous le regrettions un peu (le son un peu ...) mais cette fois-ci, Pere manoeuvre sur 
un modèle réglementaire bouche en D, ce qui ne l'empêche pas de faire à sa façon. 
Les reprises sont arrangées maison (Minor swing, Djangology, Douce ambiance, 
Body and soul) et donnent ce qu'on peut attendre d'un bon quartet à trois guitares 
(un seul soliste) et une contrebasse. Ne nous étendons pas sur l'intérprétation vocale 
de "There will never be another you", à moins qu'il faille l'écouter au second degré, ni 
sur la mise en place assez maladroite de "Place de Brouckère". En revanche, la 
version de "Body and soul" est une surprise : après une intro-solo de guitare un peu 
moderno-complexe, vient subitement s'imposer une rythmique et un son digne du 
QHCF, avec un joli chorus et les craquements du gramophone, chouette clin d'oeil. Il 
faut retenir également les jolies compositions du leader, le swinguant "Menor-K" 
avec la voix de Pere à l'unisson, la délicieuse "Hele Guify" ou la fière "rumba 2001", la 
version de "Jitterburg waltz" peuutilisée en swing à cordes. L'album conclut sur une 
impro solo très nostalgique intitulée "Citlaly". Pere Soto nous laisse espérer unesuite 
heureuse à l'aventure "Django's Castle", un des rares groupes de ce style en Espagne. 

 

Daniel	  Meyer,	  Jazz	  in	  Time	  N°	  28,	  Belgium	  
"...Pere Soto en connaît un bout, croyez-moi, et il a même eu le temps de se créer, à 
partir de cette "base" un langage personnel et tout à fait réjouissant." 

 

Carles	  Armengol,	  El	  Punt,	  13	  de	  novembre	  del	  1995,	  Spain	  
"...Amb el jazz modern de Pere Soto i els seus inseparables músics n’hi ha prou per 
omplir una hora i mitja de bon concert," 

 

Carles	  Torra,	  La	  Vanguardia,	  11	  d’abril	  del	  1992,	  Spain	  
"...A Pere Soto puede aplicársele el tópico de que nadie es profeta en su tierra, pues 
desconocido por estos predios, goza de enorme consideración en los Paises Bajos. 
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Amsterdam,	  World	  Music/Jazz	  1993,	  Holland	  
"...the spanish born, self-taught guitarist, composer and arranger Soto is recognised 
as a leader in his native musical sound." 

David Dupont, Cadence (jazz & Blues: creative improvised music)  New York, 
February 1993, USA 

"...Quartet plays tightly riveted ensembles. Within this framework, both leaders play 
long, clean lyrically turned solos. 

...is replete with small virtues and sense of craftsmanship. 

Mingus	  B.	  Formentor,	  La	  Vanguardia,	  4	  febrero	  1993,	  Spain	  
"...pláceme recalcar a todo neón que uno de esos brillantísimos jazzmen se ha criado 
entre Terrassa y Badalona." 

Miquel	  Jurado,	  El	  Pais	  1	  de	  febrero	  de	  1993,	  Spain	  
...Música marcada por la libertad estética y las ansias de ir cada vez más lejos en una 
búsqueda que no parece tener final. 

...El Free Jazz perfectamente asimilado y puesto al dia con una contundencia nada 
desdeñable. 

jazziz july 85 (international jazz magazine) 

We’re witnessing a golden age of improvisors. The number of knowledgeable, 
technically proficient musicians around is scary. Six appear on this CD: guitarrist 
Soto,pianist Gerhardt,soprano saxophonist Dave Liebman,bassist Ben Allison, 
drummer Jeff Ballard and trumpeter Dave Douglas... Soto varies his tone quite a bit; 
sometimes it’s concentrated and penetrating, on other occasions, he produces a 
broader sound sound reminiscent of John Scofield. At times, he uses distortion 
effectively. 

Marci	  Miller,	  Asheville	  Newspaper	  Rapid	  River,	  USA	  
A self-taught musician, Soto das his unique originality to every kind of music he 
plays, whether it’s the “gipsy jazz” (in the tradition od Django Reinhardt) he’s most 
famous for, or the take-offs on Jimy Hendrix, blues, be-bop, and rock that he loves 
to throw in whenever he can, As a composer there’s problably no one else like him. 

http://www.allmusic.com by Dave Nathan 

In my Own Room CD, Fay Victor, (Timeless Records) 

There's seven minutes of Antonio Carlos Jobim's "Wave" where numerous 
interpretative avenues are explored by a twisting, turning, probing Victor vocal 
excursion. Much credit has to go to Pere Soto's guitar who matches the intensity of 
Victor's in-depth probe of the Jobim tune. For that matter, Soto's exciting, intensive 
guitar playing, with its occasional soirees into the flamenco, is a major attraction of 
this album. Since there is only one cut with a piano, his guitar is the principal 
backing for Victor. 
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Tomajazz 2.5
Información sobre jazz en internet: entrevistas, artículos, discos, conciertos, libros y mucho más. En activo desde
2002
http://www.tomajazz.com/web

Pere Soto: Amb amics ( ARS Harmónica, 2014)

Categories : Críticas, Destacado, Discos, Tomajazz (la revista) al completo

Tagged as : Amadeo Catalá (trompa), ARS Harmónica, Carles Pineda, Curro Gàlvez, David
Xirgu, Enrique Heredia, Ernest Martínez, Guim Garcia-Balash, Jesús Mateu Rosselló, Jonathan
Swanson, Jordi Gardeñas, Jordi Rallo, Jorge Casanova, Josep Traver, Juan Antonio Redal, 
Loles Chiralt, Lucas Casanova, Marcelo Mercadante, Paca Rodrigo (voz), Pere Soto, Rafael
Lapuente, Ricard Vallina, Salvador Toscano, Silvia Coricelli, Victor Bocanegra, Walter Lampe

Date : 6 marzo, 2015

“Solo no puedes, con amigos sí” la mítica frase del programa infantil La Bola de Cristal me
viene a la cabeza por motivo evidente. Amb amics (ARS Harmónica, 2014) ha sido posible
gracias a la colaboración de un gran número de músicos. Pere Soto, estuvo al borde del
precipicio en el año 2012. Por motivos de trabajo se encontraba en México (donde se le aprecia
y respeta mucho más que en nuestro país) y tuvo que ser hospitalizado y operado de manera
urgente. De la operación surgieron problemas. Más tiempo en cama en estado grave. Los
costes sanitarios eran inasumibles para el guitarrista por lo que se organizaron varios
conciertos en Cataluña para recaudar fondos para poder hacer frente a los elevados gastos.
Gracias a sus amics, pudo superar el (imagino) peor momento de su vida. Por lo que la
confección de este álbum puede que sea una manera de agradecer todo el apoyo que recibió
en su momento. Y que mejor manera que grabar un disco con repertorio propio e interpretado
por una parte de ellos.

Amb amics es un disco muy completo si hablamos de estilismo. Pere Soto, sin dejar
prácticamente en ningún momento su sonido Gypsy swing (o Gypsy Jazz), se adentra en otras
vertientes como pueden ser la rumba, el blues, el bebop, incluso la música clásica. Resulta
evidente que, al contar con tanta variedad de músicos, opte por realizar composiciones (todas
de su autoría) que se adapten a sus invitados pero si perder en ningún momento su
personalidad (tal vez sea a la inversa). Y lo que se puede apreciar es que el guitarrista sigue la
exploración del sonido clásico, muy cercano a Django Reinhardt, que lleva años modelando.
Como podrán comprobar si deciden adquirir este disco, la técnica de Pere Soto es excelente.
Pulcra y virtuosa. Y sabiendo que es de formación autodidacta, crece el pensamiento de que si
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Tomajazz 2.5
Información sobre jazz en internet: entrevistas, artículos, discos, conciertos, libros y mucho más. En activo desde
2002
http://www.tomajazz.com/web

está en el mundo de la música, es por cuestión innata. No puede escapar. Hay dosis elevadas
de sentimiento. Es verdad que no inventa nada. Tampoco lo pretende. Sigue sus instintos, crea
de manera incansable y se expone ante nosotros. Es más, comparte sus composiciones
continuamente a través de redes sociales (precisamente estos días publica en facebook que
está a punto de llegar a las 1000 obras registradas en SGAE) y concretamente, en relación al
disco que reseñamos, publica todas las partituras (todas las composiciones y algunas
transcripciones de solos) en su web oficial dando muchísima información de toda la grabación.
Siempre es de agradecer.

Entre los músicos que lo acompañan, mucha riqueza instrumental. Desde el bandoneón de
Marcelo Mercadante, pasando por el fagot de Silvia Coricella, las bandurrias de Lucas
Casanova y Rafael Lapuente o las percusiones hindús de Jordi Rallo. Dentro de una
“normalidad” jazzística, encontramos: saxo, piano, contrabajo, batería… y claro, no puede faltar,
como prácticamente en cualquier proyecto de Pere Soto, la guitarra rítmica a cargo de Josep
Traver que realiza un trabajo magnífico durante todo el álbum. Tiene la virtud de pasar
prácticamente desapercibido. La rítmica que desprende, es tan sutil como imprescindible para
la música de Pere Soto.

Un trabajo completo. Con sabor a vida. Un “sigo aquí y por mucho tiempo”. Con música que
transpira optimismo por todos sus poros. Como dice el mismo autor:

“Vivir para tocar, tocar para crear, ¡crear para vivir! In ciclo infinito…”*

© Jesús Mateu Rosselló, 2015

Pere Soto: Amb amics

Músicos: Pere Soto (guitarra solista y samplers), Josep Traver (guitarra rítmica), Curro Gàlvez
(contrabajo y bajo eléctrico), Walter Lampe (piano y órgano virtual), Jonathan Swanson (piano),
Marcelo Mercadante (bandoneón), Guim Garcia-Balash (saxo alto y flauta), Carles Pineda
(saxo alto y flauta), Ricard Vallina (violín y refuerzo samplers de cuerda), Paca Rodrigo (voz),
Jordi Gardeñas (batería, pandereta, caja y bombo), David Xirgu (batería), Enrique Heredia
(batería), Salvador Toscano (batería), Victor Bocanegra (poema recitado, traducción al francés),
Amadeo Catalá (trompa), Silvia Coricelli (fagot), Loles Chiralt (corno inglés), Lucas Casanova
(bandurria), Rafael Lapuente (bandurria), Jorge Casanova (bandurrias soprano y alto), Juan
Antonio Redal (bandurria tenor y laúd), Ernest Martínez (cajón, congas, bongo, kayamba,
claves, zils, platos, cuica y cascabeles), Jordi Rallo (percusiones hindús, tablas y uddu)

Composiciones: “Calgaria”, “Mixteca”, “Swing Ping”, “Notas de un amanecer”, “Gypsy
Moon”, “Fue tu primer ramo de rosas”, “Minor Rumba”, “They Said The Love You”, “Walking
Out For a Beer”, “Blue Lee”, “Reformatrix” y “Encrypted Love”

Grabado, producido, mezclado y masterizado a principios de 2014 por Pere Soto.

Editado por Ars Harmónica

2 / 3
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El Periódico Mediterraneo | Martes, 9 de junio de 2015

Pere Soto pone las mejores notas en
Peñíscola

ROIG

13/07/2012

PEÑÍSCOLA. La formación
liderada por el guitarrista Pere
Soto se encargó de ofrecer
anoche una actuación al aire
libre. La plaza Santa María se
vistió de gala para acoger una
nueva jornada del Festival de
Jazz de Peñíscola, que dejó al
público encantado. BARTOMEU
ROIG
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Jazz de mitjanit
Conciertos en Plaza Sta. María

o en la cafetería del PALAU

Jueves 05  23:00 h

Jazz Street Marching Band
Jueves 12  23:00 h

Django’s Castle
Jueves 19  23:00 h

Pybus Groove Quartet
Jueves 26  23:00 h

Fernando Marco Trio & Celia Mur
 Todos los viernes 

Pasacalle
Jazz street Marching Band

Sábados 21 y 28 de julio

Seminario de Jazz
A cargo de los profesores del taller 3

ARTO. Exposición de pintura Jazz. Ressò
Arturo Doñate y Toni Porcar

Del 6 de julio al 12 de agosto. Sala de exposiciones 

MANOLO NEBOT
Exposición de fotografía 

Del 6 al 27 de julio. Hall del PALAU

ACTIVIDADES EN TORNO AL FESTIVAL
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Jueves 12

Django’s castle

Es una formacion con mas de veinte años 
de antguedad. su estilo profundiza en el  espi-
ritu musical del gran guitarrista Django Rein-
hard, padre indiscutible del Jazz Manouche. 
Su líder, el guitarrista catalán  Pere Soto, hoy 
en día mas habitual de los escenarios nor-
teamericanos que de los nacionales, posee 
una extensa discografía con un estilo flexi-
ble que se encuentra cómodo en cualquier 
expresión artística, desde el clásico hasta la 
vanguardia experimental.

Con la música de Reinhardt, no obstante 
desarrolla un placer especial cuyo resultado 
rebosa frescura y alegría. Traspasa la barrera 
del tiempo y llega a todos los públicos sin 
excepción de edad ni de gustos musicales.

Guitarra  solista - Pere Soto
Guitarra rítmica - Josep Traver
Contrabajo -Joan Marti
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Extrait audio : 

"Rumba 2001" (P. Soto)

« retour aux news

Django's castle : "Prisoners of love" 

Tribute to Django Reinhardt - Imagen - www.chetman.com

Ce groupe ibérique en est à sa deuxième (auto) production. Le 

guitariste Pere Soto, leader de la formation, y exprime encore son 

admiration pour le génial manouche. Mais Pere, s'il connaît 

parfaitement la musique de Django, est aussi influencé par d'autres 

musiques (guitaristes ?) et cela s'entend principalement dans son 

phrasé : l'ombre de Larry Corryell (le fameux disque "Young Django" 

avec Stéphane Grappelli et Philippe Catherine) ou même de Robert 

Johnson (quelques bends sauvages). Sur le disque précédent (

) notre homme jouait sur une ovation folk et nous le 

regrettions un peu (le son un peu ...) mais cette fois-ci, Pere 

manœuvre sur un modèle réglementaire bouche en D, ce qui ne 

l'empêche pas de faire à sa façon. Les reprises sont arrangées 

maison (Minor swing, Djangology, Douce ambiance, Body and soul) 

et donnent ce qu'on peut attendre d'un bon quartet à trois guitares 

(un seul soliste) et une contrebasse. Ne nous étendons pas sur 

l'intérprétation vocale de "There will never be another you", à moins 

qu'il faille l'écouter au second degré, ni sur la mise en place assez 

maladroite de "Place de Brouckère". En revanche, la version de 

"Body and soul" est une surprise : après une intro-solo de guitare 

un peu moderno-complexe, vient subitement s'imposer une 

rythmique et un son digne du QHCF, avec un joli chorus et les 

craquements du gramophone, chouette clin d'œil. Il faut retenir 

également les jolies compositions du leader, le swinguant 

"Menor-K" avec la voix de Pere à l'unisson, la délicieuse "Hele 

Guify" ou la fière "rumba 2001", la version de "Jitterburg waltz" peu 

utilisée en swing à cordes. L'album conclut sur une impro solo très 

nostalgique intitulée "Citlaly". Pere Soto nous laisse espérer une 

suite heureuse à l'aventure "Django's Castle", un des rares groupes 

de ce style en Espagne.

voir 

notre chronique

2/10/02 03:01Django's castle - Prisoners of love

Página 1 de 1http://www.lechodescuilleres.com/dischtm/djangocastle_prisonner.html 62
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Django's Castle
Nuages
Pere Soto (g), Joan J. Punti (g), Josep Traver (g),
Joan Marti (b)
Enregistré à Barcelone de janvier à mars 2001
Satchmo Jazz 00026 (+34 973 223 016 ou
www.chetman.com/django’scaste)
Un nouveau groupe de swing manouche,
Django’s Castle (manoir de mes rêves ?)

qu’on pourrait soupçonner a priori d’avoir
un accent catalan. Pas du tout bien que le
CD comme le groupe viennent de Sant
Cugat del Valles (Catalogne). Le style est
extrêmement fidèle à celui qu’avait mis au
point Django, c’est particulièrement audible
lorsqu’il s’agit de morceaux du maître
(« Billet Doux », « Montagne Sainte
Geneviève », «Troublant Boléro »,
«Nuages » etc), mais aussi, et c’est là que
réside le tour de force, lorsque ce sont des
compositions du soliste Pere Soto (« Ballad
for Django », « Pastel Blues »,
«Rumbagology »). Même les intégristes du
djangoïsme pur et dur ne pourront qu’être
satisfaits.

Michel Bedin



THE JAZZ RAG  (England 2002)

' Pere Soto's distinctive brand of gypsy jazz commands attention 

with its compelling rhythms and quirkily unexpected melodies.'  













Swing Hotel Du Vin 

Weir, Bob, IAJRC Journal 

Django's Castle with Bruce Adams 
Swing Hotel du Vin 
Big Bear BEAR CD 48 
Via jazzcds.co.uk 
Bruce Adams(t) Pere Soto, Josep Traver(g) John Marti (b) Birmingham International Jazz 
Festival, at the Hotel du Vin, July 6, 2008 
Limehouse Blues / In a Mellotone / Nobody's Sweetheart / Minor Swing / I'll See You in My 
Dreams / Body and Soul/Rosetta / Rose Room / Swing Gitane / I'm Confessin' That I Love 
You / Night and Day / Moppin' the Bride / Nuages / Sweet Georgia Brown TT: 59.26 
A Barcelona-based trio inspired by Django Reinhardt and a Scottish/swing-to-bop trumpeter 
may not be predictable session mates, but the concept works extremely well. Digby 
Fairweather's typically knowledgeable and enthusiastic notes explain that Bruce's dad was a 
Django-fanatic guitarist and anyway good musicians always find common ground. The 
repertoire of familiar standards with a sprinkling of three of Django's better known 
compositions also provides a comfort zone for the players. 
Django's Castle was formed 25 years ago as a vehicle for Pere Soto's highly personal take on 
the Reinhardt Gypsy jazz style. Bruce comes from the long tradition of outstanding Scots, 
from Tommy McQuater and George Chisholm onwards, who moved south to show the 
Sassenachs how to swing. … 

https://www.questia.com/read/1P3-‐1889554791/swing-‐hotel-‐du-‐vin	  

http://www.dee2records.com/djangos-‐castle-‐with-‐bruce-‐adams-‐swing-‐hotel-‐du-‐vin-‐p-‐398.html	  



JSO Members Night 
Continues Monthly!

       JSO is sponsoring a monthly JSO Member’s Night 
at local clubs the second Wednesday of every month.We 
will have special seating and participate in a discussion 
with the performers between sets. The host club will 
donate a portion of the evening’s proceeds to a fund 
established to help music students in our area with their 
educational expenses.
       Put February 13, 2008, on your calendar and make 
your reservation today! Let’s support our favorite art 
form by patronizing our local clubs, raising funds for 
our future performers, Come and meet your fellow JSO 
members, and, if you’re not careful, you may even have 
a little fun!
       The upcoming schedule:

February 13 – Tony Starlight’s
Sweet Baby James

3728 N.E. Sandy Blvd. -- 503-517-8584
March 12 – JAX Restaurant and Bar

Be sure to mention JSO when making reservations.

By Lynn Darroch

“Now I have enough to buy us an ice cream,” Catalan guitar-
ist Pere Soto said, holding the pesos he’d earned from the sale of 
his CD at a record store off the Zocalo in Oaxaca, Mexico.

Seven discs in a week; not bad in a provincial city whose mu-
sical culture is a universe away from the sophisticated jazz guitar 
that has carried Soto from his home in Barcelona, Spain, through-
out Europe, to the U.S., and now to the isolation of southern Mexi-
co. With his new partner, Dr. Marta Quero, Oaxacan native and 
psychotherapist, home for Soto is now this colonial city, sprawling 
in a valley at 5,000 feet between two mountain ranges. 

Until he goes on the road, of course, which will bring him to 
Portland during February and March – the third year since 2004 
that he’s come to record and perform in the area.

In 2007, Soto recorded here and co-produced, with saxophon-
ist David Valdez and other Portland-based players (including 
pianist Randy Porter), an album that will be released by Diatic 
Records in March. And with his European group, Django’s Castle, 
Soto released the CD “Swing Gitane” late last year.

It was the sale of those discs that paid for the ice cream 
last month, when by chance I saw a poster on a thick stone wall 
advertising a concert featuring Pere Soto, and so discovered the 
left-handed guitarist, whose first language was Catalan, living in 
the south of Mexico. Sometimes he’s bored in Oaxaca, Soto says, 
especially for lack of shared performance. But he stays busy com-
posing, both for his gypsy swing group and for classical guitarists 
as well. He also has the time in Mexico to design websites, and he 
also boasts a large supply of Star Trek DVDs.

One reason for Soto’s lone winter gig in Oaxaca was the pres-
ence of bassist Tyler Mitchell, en route to his home in San Miguel 
de Allende, another colonial mountain city to the north. In late 
January, they made “a mini-tour of Mexico,” as Soto called it with 
a laugh, that included Mexico City and San Miguel.

Such performances generate the modest CD sales achieved 
by most jazz players, and Soto’s work in the tradition of Django 
Reinhardt has a universal appeal that finds receptive ears even in 
provincial Mexico. But “Swing Gitane’s” strengths go beyond the 
comfortable joys of impeccable and buoyant swing, and beyond 
the soaring single-note guitar lines that characterize the style. Soto 
brings his own compositions to Dango’s Castle, and he often puts 

inventive spins on traditional licks.
 The result is fresh music, similar to the 
Hot Club of Detroit, but with the distinc-
tively rough edges of modern jazz, with 
its Monk-ish burrs and Coltrane scales.
 Check the calendar for information 
about the release concert for Soto’s new 
Diatic release with Valdez, scheduled 
for March 29. And watch for him around 
Portland, too. He’ll keep busy, for sure, 
because back in Oaxaca, under those 
endless blues skies, it’s quiet most of the 
time. 
 Some days, Soto says he’d even like it 
quieter, would like to live way up in the 
sierra, at 9,000 feet in the village of Benito 
Juarez, where his wife’s father was born 
and where, at night, the sky comes alive.
 But the sound of a plucked string is 
calling, and another guitar player’s on 
the road.

Gypsy Swing Goes to Mexico
Pere Soto in the Land of the Zapotecos
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Swing Asheville
Home of the Lindy Hop, Balboa, Charleston, and Blues Dance community in Asheville, NC!

The Low-Down Sires

The Low-Down Sires are dedicated to the lost
sounds of early jazz, inspired by the compositions
and arrangements of Joe “King” Oliver, Edward “Kid”
Ory, Jelly Roll Morton, and other giants from the
storied origins of the art form.

Their raucous style predates the smoother sounds of
big band swing and the intellectualism of modern
jazz and transports you to the streets of New Orleans
and the barrelhouses of early 20th century
Mississippi river towns. Their performance style is at
once hard hitting and intimate, fitting in easily well at
bars, back-porches, swing dances, and street
corners.

In addition to their regular circuit of local swing dances, club appearances, and private parties, they’ve had the
pleasure of performing for Stompology Authentic Jazz Dance Weekend, Lindy Exchanges in Knoxville, TN,
Charleston, SC, Atlanta, GA, and Cincinnati, OH, dance workshop events in Columbia, SC and Huntsville, AL,
and will be featured in the upcoming jazz-inspired feature film SwingX.

One Leg Up

Based in Asheville, North Carolina, One Leg Up performs a
vibrant mixture of upbeat Gypsy Jazz, Latin, Swing and original
jazz compositions and is a favorite of club, concert, and festival
stages throughout the southeastern United States. One Leg Up
—John Stineman (guitar, vocals), Jim Tanner (Guitar), Zack
Page (bass), Mike Guzalak (Clarinet, Sax) and Steve Trismen
(violin, vocals)—formed in 2003 as a “String Swing” band in the
style of famed French gypsy guitarist Django Reinhardt.

Propelled by their excellent self-produced debut recording
“Gypsy Blue,” they soon won critical acclaim for their “hot club” prowess and were tapped to back up award-
winning Spanish guitarist Pere Soto on some of his 2005 U.S. tour dates. Also in 2005, One Leg Up performed
at a concert and book show with Michael Dregni, author of Django: The Life and Music of a Gypsy Legend.
Over the years, One Leg Up has broadened its repertoire to include fresh arrangements of Django classics,
vocal harmonies, original compositions, and innovative adaptations of classic jazz numbers in the French “hot
club” and American “big band” styles.

Now more than just a Django band, their latest recording “Pere La Chaise” is a music mix that is danceable
and accessible. One Leg Up continues to attract a growing, varied, and enthusiastic fan base with music that

Education
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Swungover
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ALL EVENTS CALENDAR 2004 | 2005

Mainstage Series Other Events

SEPTEMBER  

11 , DVD Release Concert, 1:00 p.m., $10, Seniors/
Students/Children $5.
Billy Jonas

18 , Asheville Puppetry Alliance, 11:00 a.m.Hansel & Gretel

23 , Mainstage Theatre 
for Young Audiences, 7:30 p.m., $12, Seniors/Students $10,
Children $8. 

Young Cherokee and Trail of Tears

24 , Jazz Composers ForumPere Soto & Mike Holstein

25 , Mainstage Special Attractions, 8:00 p.m., 
$30, Students/Seniors $28, Children $10.
Jim Brickman

26 , Piano, Asheville Art MuseumJohn Cobb

OCTOBER

1 
,  8:00 

p.m., $25, Students $10, .

25 Years of Modern Dance Looking for Frida & Mayan 

Nights Asheville Contemporary Dance Theatre,

for more information

2 , Mainstage Special Attraction, 
3:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m., $35, Students/Seniors $33, 
Children $10.

Doc Watson & David Holt

7-9, 14-16  8:00 
p.m., Thursdays $10, Friday and Saturday $20, Students/
Seniors $18, .

The Woman in Black, Highland Repertory Theatre,

for more information

20 , Mainstage Special Attraction, 8:00 p.m., 
$40, Students/Seniors $38, Children $10.
The Capitol Steps

22-23  8:00 p.m., $37-$28, 
Students/Child $22-$12, .
Opera Gala, Asheville Lyric Opera,

for more information

29 , an evening of 
fine art, film, dance and refreshment. Andie MacDowell 
honorary chair, 7:00 p.m., $150 - $65.

The McCartney Project: Enduring Ties

29/9/04 02:51Diana Wortham Theatre featuring national and regional artists, musicians, dancers and entertainers

Página 1 de 4http://www.dwtheatre.com/allevents.html





http://cdbaby.com/cd/pere
http://cdbaby.com/cd/djangoscastle1
http://cdbaby.com/cd/djangoscastle2
Itunes: 
http://phobos.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewAlbum?id=194802898&s=143441
http://phobos.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewAlbum?id=250754341&s=143441
http://phobos.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewAlbum?id=256883391&s=143441
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CRITICA DE JAZZ

Disfrutando con la libertad
VOICES OF ANCIENT
CHILDREN

Intérpretes: Pere Soto, guitarra;
Tony Moore, contrabajo; Joe
Gallivan, batería
Lugar y fecha: La Cova del Drac
(29 y 30/1/1993)

MINGUS B. FORMENTOR

El pasado fin de semana se nos
puso fiero el dragón. No sólo ha mu-
dado de cueva, sino que pasito a
paso va adoptando nuevos hábitos
alimentarios y, a lo que parece, con
seria inclinación hacia una dieta
con más picantes y tragos ácidos.
Debe sentirse con el estómago fuer-
te, con claros brotes de rejuveneci-
miento y renovado vigor. De modo
que se trajo unas muy correosas y pi-
cantes Voices of Ancient Children.

A esos viejos infantes hay que
hincarles el diente en crudo y con el
apetito despierto. Su música no
ofrece la menor concesión a los espí-
ritus pazguatos ni a las tragaderas
acostumbradas a sobrevivir con una
dieta a base de cremas flaccidas y
sorbetes de infusión. Las raíces teó-
ricas en las que se apoya ese trío de
contrabajista inglés, batería norte-
americano y guitarrista catalán es el
free jazz de amplio espectro. Es de-
cir, algo que sin ser de ahora mismo,
es totalmente de hoy, a pesar de que
tantos y tantos se empeñen en olvi-
dar que está más que próximo el ce-
rrojazo al siglo XX.

"Jam" abierta con solidez de trío
estable, improvisación impoluta-
mente ordenada, libertinaje creati-
vo, convergencia de sonoridades

con personalidad y pedigrí, música
para hacer pensar construida por
músicos que piensan. Vamos, algo
así como un auténtico oasis en esos
secos páramos del falso edén. Músi-
ca, por lo demás, al abrigo de la mos-
queteril divisa del todos para uno y
uno para todos sin que hiciera la
menor falta el infatuado divismo de
ningún aprendiz de d'Artagnan.
Tres culturas, tres educaciones y un
solo lenguaje, el jazz, desplegado a
un mismo nivel, el óptimo.

Y aunque no sea más que para re-
futar por la clásica vía tomista cier-
tas opiniones más que interesadas,
pláceme recalcar a todo neón que
uno de esos brillantísimos jazzmen
se ha criado entre Terrassa y Bada-
lona. No hace muchas semanas el
inefable Tete Montoliu tuvo a bien
compartir un deplorable "cultural"
pagado con dineros de toda la ciu-
dadanía en el que sostenía con engo-
lada ignorancia que nadie hay en
nuestro país que tenga la más míni-
ma talla a la hora de interpretar esa
música que definirá el auténtico cla-
sicismo de nuestro siglo. Nadie ex-
cepto Él, claro.

Esas páginas deplorables son el
clásico libraco que viene a llenar un
vacío en las cabezas de sus autores.
Que toque Tete y guarde sus ofensi-
vas para la soledad del excusado. Y
si quiere seguir un consejo de un afi-
cionado que años ha dejó de comul-
gar con ruedas de molino, acerqúese
alguna vez a escuchar músicos
como Soto, o como Fernández, o
como Sambeat, o como Bover, o
como... Pero para qué seguir. Desde
tiempos de los presocráticos es de
universal conocimiento que no hay
peor sordo que quien no quiere oír. •

GASINO, DE LLORET

D 1 S S A B T E 1 3 D E F E B R E R

Sopar i espectacle: 21 '30 h. - 6.000 ptes.
Amb nit d'Hotel i esmorzar-buffet - 8.000 ptes.

Inclou entrada a la Sala de Jocs

Informació i reserves: (972) 366116
\M Parking gratuít Cal DNI o Passaport per entrar ais Casinos

, Amb la col.laborado de:

X . • •
MARSOL

INTERVÍA GRAU VE;RINO

RUTA GASTRONÓMICA
Barcelona

COCINA CATALANA

La Font del Gat. P.2 Santa Ma-
drona, s./n.° (MontjuTcl. No cierra nin-
gún día. T. 424-02-24. Banquetes.

Can Joanet. Tajo, 6 (Hortal. Cer-
ca Pza. Ibiza. 358-25-54. Estilo romá-
nico. Esp. carnes brasa al C. Salones
banquetes hasta 200 personas.

Masia Can Campanyá. Peix i
carn. 772-07-23. Caslellbisbal.

Can Amigo. Padre Claret, 149.
_ 347-23-1 ó. Menú cargols ¡launa i ba-
callá sanfaina. Reserv. grups.

ALTA GASTRONOMÍA
CATALANO-FRANCESA

Rincón Francés. Vallespir, 86.
Pato i cargol. Borgoña. T. 490-35-1 ó.

COCINA DE MERCADO

Can Pascual. Paralelo, 37. Cabri-
to palangre, chipirones. 441-30-71.

l a Torre de Sarria. Carrasco i
Formiguera, 25. 203-15-88. C. dom.

La Estrella. Ocat, 6 (Estac. Fran-
cia). Coc. Mediterránea. 310-27-68.

BANQUETES Y CONVENCIONES

Resf. Náutic. En Castelldefels. P.=
Marítim, 374.665-01-74.80 pers.

Cañón Colorado. Crta. Gavá-
Begas, km. 5. T. 662-30-06. Esp. bo-
das. Conven, salones clim., piscina.

COCINA VASCA

Udala. Sicilia, 202. T. 245-21-65.
Comedores privados. Cocina clásica.

Yate Guria. Rosellón, 172. Coc.
Selecta, carta y menú. T. 451 -38-05.

ESPECIAL GRILL
INTERNACIONAL

Cavi Grill. Gerona, 5 1 . Esp. en-
sal., carnes, bacalao. T. 412-43-34.

Servicio Wilson. Cuatro Cami-
nos, 72. T. 418-72-95. Mediodías 3
menús internacionales, 1.795 ptas.
Junto Av. Tibidabo.

PESCADOS Y MARISCOS

Paco Alcalde. Almirante Aixada,
• 12.319-30-26. Platos marineros.

ESPECIAL GRILL

Merendero Campechano. Va-
lencia, 286. Carn. brasa. 215-62-33.

La Cadena. Juan Gamper, 3. Esp.
carnes brasa, pulpo gallego y embuti-
dos ibéricos. T. 410-82-94.

COCINA A LA PIEDRA

Carnac. Valencia, 240. Esp. Pie-
rrades y Racieres. 451 -91 -12.

COCINA CHINA

K o w l o o n . A r ibau , 1 15. Tel.
453-17-53. Decor. lujo conf. Cantón.

Ciudad de Pekín. P.» Marít., 44.
Coc. sel. 665-04-98. Castelldefeís.

M e i - H u a . Balrnes, 3 0 1 . T.
414-26-74. Abier. siempre. Decorac.
conf. y selecto. Comida para llevar.

Jardin Chino. Balrnes, 165
(Diag.l. Coc. Cantonesa. 237-33-35.

LLESQUERIAS

El Pa Nostre. Olzinellas, 14. Em-
botit, palés, formatge, cocs i pizza
catalana. 332-80-83. Sants. '

PESCADITOS FRITOS

Barlote C. Córcega, 225. T.
430-51-60. De la playa a la mesa.
Pescados a la parrilla. Tar¡. Visa.

GRILL FRANCÉS

Resto Diplo. Diputación, 269. Au-
tént, carne france. 487-70-08.

Prov. Barcelona

Casa Toni. Museo vino. Terrassa.
Crt. Castellá,! 24. T. 786-47-08.

Can Joan. Palau de Plegamans.
Saló banq. Sta. Marta. 864-57-52.

COC. CATALANA

Les Ginesteres. Urb. les Gineste-
res. T. 797-02-55. Argentona. Esp.
bolets fres, tot l'any. Dimarts, tancat.

COCINA DE MERCADO

Sara. Av. Abet Marcer, 201. T.
780-73-37. Terrassa. Do., cerrado.

BANQUETES Y CONVENCIONES

Masia Can Ribot. Sta. Coloma
de Cervelló. Sal. hasta 700 personas.
T. 634-10-21.

Girona

Mirallac. P.° Dorder, 50. Al peu
del'estanydeBanyoles. T. 57-10-45.

Tarragona

ESPECIAL CALCOTADES

Masía Vállense. Ctra. Valls-Ven-
drell.T. 977/60-07-15. Valls.

Casa Ramón Marines. Arsenal,
núm. 1 ó. L'Ancora. Peix i marisc. Tel.
74-03-61. Sant Caries de la Rápita. '

Venta de la Punta. Sta. Bárbara.
71 -90-95. Hot.Rest. Coc. selec.

Calcot de Mora . Ct. N. 340, km
1171. Cale oct./abr. 977/65-10-50.

Cal Ganxo. Calcotades. Obert
cada día. Dilluns, tancat. Masmolets
(Vallsl. T. 977/60-59-60 i 60-02-25.

Les Espelmes. Ctra. Valls-Lleida,
km 28. Tanc. dimec. 977/60-10-42.

Hotel Coll de l'llla. Banq. con-
venc. Montblanc. T. 977/86-09-07.

Masia del Pía. Cuina catalana.
Calcotades. Cu. propia. 63-05-11.

Andorra

Hotel París Londres. Serv. car-
ta, habit., total reform., TV, calef.,
park. Les Escaldes. T. 9738/208-14.

Tel. 458-23-06

EL DESEO S.A. PRESENTA U N A FILM DE ALEX DE LA IGLESIA

ANTONIO RESINES ALEX ÁNGULO FREDERIOUE FEDER
CON LA COLABORACIÓN DE: FERNANDO GUILLEN Y ENRIQUE SAN FRANCISCO
JUAN VIADAS KARRA ELEJALDE SATURNINO GARCÍA JON GABELLA
GUIÓN: ALEX DE LA IGLESIA y JORGE GUERRICAECHEVARRIA - DISEÑO VESTUARIO: ESTIBALIZ MARKIEGI - DECORADOR: JOSÉ LUIS ARRIZABALAGA
FOTOGRAFÍA: CARLES GUSI - MONTAJE: PABLO BLANCO - DIRECCIÓN DE PRODUCCIÓN: ESTHER GARCÍA - PRODUCIDA POR: AGUSTÍN Y PEDRO ALM000VAR
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CRÍTICA DE JAZZ: Un castillo con sólidos cimientos 

La Vanguardia - 05:30 horas - 13/01/2001

KARLES TORRA

DJANGO'S CASTLE 
Intérpretes: Pere Soto, guitarra; Joan Ramón Puntí, guitarra; Josep Travé, guitarra; Curro Gálvez, contrabajo 

Lugar y fecha: La Cova del Drac (11/I/2001) 

Casi medio siglo después de su muerte, el guitarrista Django Reinhardt sigue siendo de 
largo el mejor exponente que ha dado el jazz europeo. No es extraño, por tanto, que 
menudeen los tributos y retrospectivas en torno a su figura sin par. El auge actual del 
mestizaje musical no ha hecho sino aumentar el interés hacia este músico de origen belga 
que supo insertar de manera genial el jazz dentro de la tradición de la guitarra gitana. 
Fundado en el año 1983 por el guitarrista Pere Soto, Django's Castle es un grupo que 
resigue con esmero el grueso legado del artista. Tras pasar por varias etapas, distintas 
formaciones y sucesivas reencarnaciones, dicho cuarteto parece atravesar hoy, según 
asevera su líder, por uno de sus momentos más dulces. Y a fe que tuvimos ocasión de 
constatarlo la noche del pasado jueves en el concierto que ofreció en La Cova del Drac. 
Mientras que son legión los grupos que se dedican a positivar una y otra vez los cuatro 
clichés más tópicos de Django Reinhardt, Pere Soto y sus compañeros de cuerda ofrecen 
por el contrario una visión panorámica y contrastada de su obra. 
Así, entre "Djangology" y "Souvenirs", dos referencias obligadas que sirven respectivamente 
para abrir y sellar el concierto, en el ínterin brillan gemas ocultas de inapreciable valor 
artístico. Especialmente, "Appel indirect", un tema de los años cuarenta que nos muestra al 
creador en su faceta más evolutiva e innovadora. Pere Soto cree ver ahí unos ciertos 
precedentes del free jazz, y no anda faltado de razón. Con desenfrenado frenesí y un punto 
de agresividad, el guitarrista badalonés construye una soberbia recreación desde una 
fascinante libertad estructural. 
Aunque no sea directamente una composición nacida del genio de Django Reinhardt, sino 
de su compadre Dorado Smith, en el tema titulado "Bossa dorada" se pone al descubierto la 
hibridación gitana en todo su esplendor. Los aires brasileños se ven agitados por el 
implacable ventilador rumbero de las rítmicas guitarras de Josep Travé y Joan Ramón Puntí, 
a partir de una introducción de puro hechizo a cargo del contrabajista Curro Gálvez. 
Esas son algunas de las maravillas que saltan a la oreja en el curso de un concierto, 
ejecutado a un notable nivel, y que tampoco se olvida del arquetípico "Nuages" ni del 
universal "Sant Louis Blues" de W.C. Handy. No hay duda de que Pere Soto y sus 
muchachos, los Django's Castle, edifican con sólidos cimientos un castillo habitado en 
todos sus extremos por el espíritu del genial Django Reinhardt. 
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PERE
SOTO
Amb molta corda

A final dels setanta, un jove Pere Soto Tejedor (Badalona, 
1958) ja tenia ben clar que la guitarra seria el leitmotiv de la 
seva vida. Els primers temps simfònics amb Pharmacus —fins i 
tot van compartir escenari amb Triana, Iceberg i Ñu al festival 
Calella Camping Rock del 1977— van ajudar a perfilar la ment 
d’un instrumentista que amb 20 anys ja destacava. Una 
trobada casual amb el trompetista Dave Douglas —que estava 
passant una temporada pel país aprenent espanyol— va servir 
per engegar la seva primera formació jazzística, Macedònia 
Jazz Spart. Uns anys més tard, Pere Soto creava el seu propi 
grup i editava el primer treball d’estudi, Pere Soto Jazz Group 
(La Raíz Prod, 1985). Quatre anys després, Coincidencias 
(Berman Int, 1989) suposava una gran empenta professional i el 
reconeixement del sector.

A meitat dels vuitanta i de manera no oficial, Soto va posar 
en marxa un dels projectes que anys més tard li han donat més 
reconeixement i amb el qual ha editat àlbums de jazz manouche 
tan suculents com Nuages (Satchmo, 2001), Prisoners of Love 
(Imagen, 2002), Blue Drag (Goofy Records, 2004), El Caliqueño 
del Califa (Taller de Músics, 2004) o Swing Gitane (Blau Records, 
2007): “La frescor creativa de Django Reinhardt l’he sentida 
sempre molt a prop i em sento molt còmode tocant aquest tipus 
de música. Tot i que es va crear el 1984 a Sant Cugat del Vallès 
amb el violinista Roberto Lecaros i el guitarrista Òscar Roig, 
Django’s Castle és un projecte de gypsy-jazz que va arrencar 
professionalment l’any 2000. A partir d’aquí es va estendre arreu 
del país, fet que va significar que decidís invertir en el grup, 
produint un disc per any”, explica.

El guitarrista a més ha pogut col·laborar i compartir escenari 
i anècdotes amb grans músics d’arreu, entre els quals Lou 
Donaldson i Cecil Taylor. “Jo tenia un concert amb Joe Gallivan i 
Tonny Moore. En Cecyl (Taylor) estava passant uns dies a Palma 
i va decidir venir a Barcelona per trobar-se amb els seus amics i 
veure el concert. En acabar i entre les diferents declaracions que 
va fer als mitjans, va dir: “Wynton Marsalis hauria d’aprendre 
d’aquest guitarrista. El que ha tocat avui m’ha agradat més 
que tot el que ha fet ell en tota la seva vida”. Anys més tard, el 
mateix Taylor va fer unes declaracions en un rotatiu britànic 
on afirmava: “El veritable ‘Eix del Mal’ el formen George Bush, 
Wynton Marsalis i Philip Glass” [riu, recordant-ho].

Paral·lelament a Django’s Castle, Pere Soto destaca un dels 
vincles professionals que l’han marcat especialment: la seva 
relació amb Bill Gerhardt. “Penso que és un dels compositors 
més autèntics que existeixen i que no ha estat reconegut com 
cal”, reivindica. Junts van gravar a Nova York el disc Particular 

Vernacular (Planet X New York, 1994), on també apareixen Dave 
Douglas, Jeff Ballard, Dave Liebman i Ben Allison; un recull de 
temes originals que va tenir força repercussió. “La vida ens va 
dur per camins diferents fins que ens vam retrobar l’any 2004 
per tocar plegats en una minigira pels Estats Units.”

El fet de viure i treballar fora de Catalunya bona part del 
temps ha estat el motiu per no tenir grans vincles professionals 
dins el país. Tot i així reconeix l’escola, la feina i el pes musical 
d’alguns músics: “Recordant els meus primers anys, he de 
reconèixer les ensenyances de mestres com Josep Maria Farràs, 
Joan Albert, Adrià Font, Peer Wyborys, Horacio Fumero, el gran 
Jean-luc Vallet, Xavi Ortiz, Salvador Font...”.

La seva capacitat de treball ha desencadenat en una prolífica 
trajectòria compositiva, tant dins el jazz com pel que fa a altres 
estils musicals i també en la creació d’excel·lent material didàctic. 
De tot plegat, Soto en destaca algunes feines: “No és gens fàcil. 
Dins el ventall jazzístic el material d’Oasis (Diatic Records, 2007) 
que vaig gravar juntament amb David Valdez té un bellesa 
melòdica que el fa especial sense ser un disc de virtuosisme 
instrumental ni pretenciós per ser modern. Temes com 
“Armónica”, “Oasis” o “Point of Truth” crec que aconsegueixen 
un nivell de perfecció estructural on ja no sents la melodia, sinó 
que la substància emocional del contingut adquireix una essència 
pròpia. Ho vius dins la teva imaginació en un altre estatus 
emocional. Com a compositor contemporani he escrit més de 
setanta obres de cambra, alguns concerts, duets, molta obra de 
guitarra clàssica... Potser destacaria l’estrena a Ciutat de Mèxic 
l’any 2000 del meu String Quartet nº 2 (Clivis Publicacions). 
També estic orgullós de la feina que vaig fer a Triumphant 
(autoeditat, 2009) i Aniversario lunático (Conservatorio de 
Música de Zaragoza, 2010)”, comenta.

El seu últim gran repte no ha estat cap projecte musical sinó 
superar una gravíssima perforació intestinal. Aquest fet l’ha 
arruïnat econòmicament amb un deute mèdic que puja a més 
de 15.000 euros: “Ha estat el més greu que he viscut mai, un 
problema de vesícula que es va anar complicant per negligències 
mèdiques... i va derivar en una perforació intestinal. Per sort, 
cada dia em trobo millor. Ara queda tancar les ferides i recuperar-
se, ja que en el procés he perdut vint quilos! Amb tot això, les 
despeses han estat molt elevades... i el fet de no poder treballar 
durant mesos m’ha deixat ben escurat. En el fons he d’estar 
content de com ha anat tot plegat i de l’ajut que estic rebent per 
part de molta gent, amb concerts de suport des de Mèxic i alguna 
cosa a Barcelona”, conclou.

D’inquietud autodidacta, Pere Soto és un dels grans 
guitarristes d’aquest país, tal com ho certifica l’editor 
i bateria John Engel al seu llibre Uncommon Sound 
(Hardcover, 2006), on el badaloní és considerat 
un dels sis guitarristes esquerrans més influents 
d’Europa. Actualment està vivint un dels moments 
més delicats de la seva vida arran d’un problema de 
vesícula que va acabar derivant en una perforació 
intestinal. Tot i les dificultats, Soto no ha deixat de 
treballar. Un cop aconsegueixi la plena recuperació 
pensa continuar col·laborant amb la Big Band 
d’Oaxaca de Mèxic —on viu bona part de l’any—,     
editar un disc pendent amb el pianista Walter Lampe   
i publicar la reedició de 3 Mamuts a Liliput de Django’s 
Castle amb la col·laboració del guitarrista espanyol 
Juan Arenales i del violinista francès Henrik André. 
Incombustible.

Text: Quim Cabeza
Foto: Quim Castilla

“Wynton Marsalis hauria 
d’aprendre d’aquest guitarrista, 
va dir Cecil Taylor”
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6/8/15 6:45 PMEl guitarrista Pere Soto ofrece una masterclass y actúa junto a Benjamí…noticias castellon vivecastellon.com. Castellón de la Plana y provincia

Page 8 of 9http://www.vivecastellon.com/noticiario/el-guitarrista-pere-soto-ofre…njamin-leon-y-adria-font-en-el-ciclo-avui-jazz-de-vila-real-8275.html

Benjamín León y Adrià Font en el ciclo Avui Jazz de Vila-real

El Auditori de Vila-real acogerá el próximo viernes 7 de diciembre la tercera entrega del ciclo Avui
Jazz con la actuación del trío formado por Pere Soto, Benjamín León y Adrià Font en la sala Abril
en Noviembre y con una masterclass en el Auditori de Vila-real a cargo de Pere Soto.

Esta es la tercera entrega del ciclo y la segunda que tendrá lugar fuera del auditorio municipal. Con ello,
los organizadores pretenden llegar a otro tipo de público (especialmente al público joven) mediante
actuaciones gratuitas protagonizadas por solistas cuyo repertorio entra dentro de una vertiente jazzística
popular. Pere Soto es uno de los grandes representantes del jazz manouche en nuestro país, un estilo que
fusiona la música zíngara tradicional con la música popular francesa y la improvisación. Se trata de un
género cuyo principal impulsor y representante fue el guitarrista francés Django Reinhardt. 

Soto es uno de los artistas habituales de los festivales y ciclos jazzísticos europeos. A Vila-real viene
acompañado del organista Benjamín León, otro de los grandes músicos en nuestro país. Originario de
Écija (Sevilla), Benjamín León fue elegido por la Enciclopedia del Jazz de Sarpe, mejor instrumentista de
Europa en su especialidad. Su formación organística es autodidacta aunque el músico cuenta con un largo
currículo pianístico. Ambos se acompañarán de Adrià Font, un batería de gran experiencia y que ha
tocado con destacados músicos internacionales. Los tres juntos interpretarán un repertorio de temas
clásicos de distintas épocas que van desde el Jazz Manouche al Hard Bop pasando por el Latin Jazz. 

Inscripción a la Masterclass
Para asistir a la masterclass de Pere Soto, es necesario inscribirse mandando un correo a
taller3@blaurecors.com o llamando al 944 229 297. 

El ciclo Avui-jazz de Vila-real forma parte de las actividades culturales que organiza el ayuntamiento de
esta localidad. 

León+Soto+Font EN EL AVUI JAZZ DE VILA-REAL
• Viernes 7 de diciembre de 2012
• 17.30h, masterclass gratuita – Auditori de Vila-real
• 23.00h, concierto en el pub Abril en Noviembre

mailto:taller3@blaurecors.com
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PERE SOTO 

your mind. Music is a1t, it comes from inside, from Lhe soul. lf you use your 
mind, then you're not able to open the door.'' 
While playing jazz in his 20s, Soto made another discovery that would 
change his life: Django Reinhardt. Electrified by the great 9itm1's musician
ship, Soto founded the group Django's Castle, which is still going strong 
today. He went as far as emulating Reinhardt's playing technique, i.nterprel
ing some of Reinhardt's compositions by fretting with only two fingers: the 
master's other two fingers were paralyzed as a result of a burning accident. 
To this day, Soto still performs "Nuages" live with two fingers. 
But, alongside his forays down the acoustic-jazz patl1, Soto led two other 
jazz formations, Paper Vegetal and the Pere Soto Group, whicl1 regularly 
performed and recorded in Catalonia. 

"Paper Vegetal was Indian music. The percussionist had Lived in I.ndia a long 
time. I-le played tablas. We were a littJe bit like Shakti, with john McLaughlin. 
Then Lhe percussionjst went back to India and the flute player moved to 
California and the band just stopped. But we had a really good Lime. I was also 
Leaching al a school during this time. After that, I put a jazz band together. ln 
r988, I formed the Pere Solo Group wilh the most famous Catalan musicians. 
We did commercial jazz music, somewhere between Brazilian a.nd fusion, 
very funky. We had a lol of success on radio and television.• 
The Pere Soto Group's t989 LP, Coi11cide11cias (Berman), was the most suc
cessful ja.zzTecord ever produced in Catalonia. It played on the radio twice 
a day there for two years and was named best record of lhe year by Radio 
National 4. 
Right after the fall of the Wall, Soto went. Lo live in Berlin, Germany, for 
about a year. Unhappy there, he moved to Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 
where he stayed for three years. There he met lhe American pianist Bill 
Gerhardt with whom he started a fruitful creative partnership. They 
recorded a first album as the Pere Soto & Bill Gerhardt Quartet in 
Amsterdam, Metanoic (1992, Riff), made up of l4 original compositions 
divided equally between Soto and Gerhardt. 
The album was voted best CD of Lb.e month in February 1993 by the 
Southern Arts Federation's Jazz South Radio Program and got a lot of air 
play on jazz stations tllroughout the U.S. Metanoic offers a classic jazz 
fom1, with soothing and highly .melodic pieces perfom1ed by a relaxed 
and cheerfully bonded c1uartet. Among Soto's compositions, "Pluvent" is 
especially engaging, while "Memories of Grandma Isabel" uses a more 
modem sonic palette. Except for the solo acoustic "Eternal Princess," Soto 
employs his Les Paul throughout. His distinctive soloing style alternates 
between compact, tende.r melodic Hnes and fast emotive bursts over one 
or several bars. 
ln 1992, just as Barcelona was hosting the summer Olympics, Soto was 
invited to play with Gerhardt at a jazz festival in Charlotte, North 
Ca.rolina. Soto's short stature, his joyous disposition and passionate, left
handed playing style were a:n insta11l success with Lhe festival crowd. lly 
popular demand, he was invited to sit in with four different groups in a 
row, jamming in various jazz and blues forms. 

"Then in 1994, I went to New York to record our CD Particular Vernacular 

[L994, Planet X]. I stayed at Jeff Ballard's place, who is Chick Corea's drummer 
now. New York is t/1eplace but it's almost impossible to live there for me, and 
one of Lhe things I don't like about the music in New York is Lhal too many 
things sound really aggressive. That's because life there is really aggressive." 
Particular Vernacular is an exciting album, peppered with surprises and 
subtle intricacies. It continues the 50/50 composing approach of the previ
ous album, but the music here is far more expressionistic. Recorded in a 
Manhattan studio, the ten tracks ebb and flow along bluesy "lines, bebop 
SLTuctures, and free jazz rides. "Terrible Parable," written by the two co
leaders, provides a fascinating play between a strong melodic tbeme and 
nervous instrumental escapades. Even with the mad crescendos of Soto's 
"Reina Reflexia" or the free-bop-blues spirit of Gerhardt's title cut, a clas
sic melodic flair is never far behind- as heard on Soto's searching "llom 
Again" blues and his fittingly titled "I Dream of You." "Per Elisa," by Soto, 
offers a captivating saga of fluid melodic explorations and hectic clusters 
of colliding instruments. 

"In 1996, J went Lo San Francisco. l arranged a concert with three singers, 
two Americans and one Catalan. We called il U1e Super Vocal Meeting. We did 
a tour in Spain and then I talked Della Airlines into sponsoring our tour and 
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they paid for the tickets for the vocalists, some 
musicians and myself to fly anywhere we want
ed in the States. I didn't know where to go. 1 
lmew New York but I'd never heen to Lhe West 
Coast, so I decided to go to San Francisco because 
a friend of mine lived there. Man, I really laved 
San Francisco. l bought my left-handed U.S. 
Steinberger there for $500. The salesman said it 
was really difficult to find a left-hander who 
Ji ked that guitar!" 
Going back to 1983, when he formed his 
gypsy-jazz band Django's Castle (taken from 
the title of a tune by Django), Pere Soto didn't 
simply choose to replicate the Hot Club clas
sics. From the start, true to his l1cadstrong 
approach to the arts, Soto WTote originals that 
were presented alongside Reinhardt covers. 
His knack for melodk constructions and sen
sitive compositions proved well suited to this 
passionate musical genre and the group's CDs 
contain many sympathetic, catchy tunes. 
Django's Castle has fluctuated between a trio 
and a quintet. In tribute to its primary inspira
tion, the group lias kept its name, tJ,ough it is 
essentially synonymous with 'Pere Soto and 
his group.' After many personnel changes, the current trio formation 
counts Joan Marti (upright bass), who joined the fray in the early 1990s, 
and Josep Traver (rhythm guitar), who came onboard in 1999. On Lhe 
group's first album, N11ages (2001, Satchmo), Soto contributed only four 
originals, including the lovely "Ballad for Django" and swinging "Pastel 
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Blues.'' The covers are all imbued 
with Soto's imagination and charac
ter, from the dreamy title tune to 
Reinhardt's muscular, frenetic "Appel 
Indirect," where certain guitar pas
sages must clock in at eight notes a 
second and some progressions border 
on cubism. Whereas the j,iece is 
under two minutes long on the 
album, Soto has been known to keep 
the ftuious volleys flying for more 
than four minutes on stage. 
Soto's original compositions on the 
Castle's second outing, Prisoners of 

Love (2002, Chetman), account for 
eight of the 15 tracks. Highlights a.re 

"You h,1ve to work for nothing but 
your suul, lo make your soul g1ow 

You need Lhe .. 1ptitude, sure, Lo pul uue 
slone on Lop of another one, on top of 

another one, and so un_ But in jazz, 
you get on stage and you shouldn't 

think anything -just keep your 1nind 
open If yuur mind is busy wilh 

thoughts, it's really hard to corne up 
with inleresting things in your playing 

because you are already putting up 
walls. Have an en1ply mind and 

a full soul. I believe in Lhal." 

many, among them: the melancholy, tuneful 
Litle track, the breathless "Minor Swing," the 
joyful "Menor-K Blues," the captivating 
"Django's Dream,'' and a very personal and 
vivacious talce on Reinhardt's "Djangology." 
As worthy as all the albums are, El Caliquenyu 

Del Calija. (2004, Taller) is the outfit's most 
accomplished. Nine of the I3 tracks arc by Soto 
and they are stellar illustrations of his roman
tic verve and unerring good taste. The opening 
title Lrack sets a tone of instinctive elegance, 
tuneful bonhomie, and exquisite musician
ship. The emphasis of the album is more on 
mood-setting pieces and soph.isticated 
melodies than on technical sparkle. This said, 
there are vlenty of fresh soloing turns on offer 
and a few swinging and hopping cuts, too, like 
his "My Amigo 'Jazz'," tho·ugh the fancy-free 
tunes a.re otherwise covers. Soto's winning 
originals include the magnificent and lush 
"Bolero Para Arely," with dancing strings (sam
pled though they are) reminiscent of fohn 
Barry's in an uplifting vein. There are also the 
tender 11A Second Love" and mesmerizing "El 
Tio Sam Y Su Primo Pelagatos." The album 

closes with two solo-guitar pieces- the delicately woeful "Deje Mi Amor 
En Salina Cruz" and "Por Fin Te Encontre," whose complicated runs give 
its hopeful theme a nervy edge. 

Soto's versatility, both i.n composition and perfom1auce, is all the more 
awe-inspiring given Lhat he never took lessons of any kind. Beyond being 
an accomplished artist in blues, rock, fusion, bebop and classic jazz, he 
has mastered the intricate and spirited stylings of gypsy jazz; he l1as also 



PERE SOTO 

learned to play classical music and composes harmonically complex classi
cal and contemporary works for chamber formations and large orchestras. 

'Tm entirely sell-taught in everything I do. The theory was quite.heavy. I 

took five years to study composition. 1 wrote things for orchestTa that have 
never been performed, but my String Quartet [N° 2] got played. L went to 
Mexico in the stunmer of 2000 because they performed one of my string quar
tets over there. They say the music has some connections lo jazz, the rhythms 
maybe. It's somewhere between Bartok and I-don't-know-what... It's atonal 
music. I tried to find people to perform it here in Spain but everybody was say
i11g that it was too difficult, too complicated. Then 1 put it on my Web site and 

the String Quartet of Mexico City contacted me and said they liked it and 

wanted to perform it. I couldn't believe it. None of the quartet members were 

Mexican, actually. They were German and American; really good players. 

They play Ln the symphony in Mexico City. Arna-zing level of musicianship. l 
stayed around there playing 
jazz for a couple o[ months." 

"

Soto has composed many classical works as well as experimental, atonal 

pieces. Among these varied forays, one finds an opera, a saxophone quar

tet, a 3-movement suite for large orchestra, which was performed live in 

Catalonia in 1998, and chamber works for quartet, trio, and duet forms in 
assorted instrume1u ilistribut:ions. 

"The things that make people intelligent individuals are cuJtme and music. 

Music is not only technique. For me, it is spi.ritual. In all civilizations, music 

has always been spiritual. Music is about having something to say, not some

thing to sbow off. It's good to simplify sometimes, not Lo be in the middle of 
the best players, bul Lo develop yourself instead." 

Pere Soto's eclectic inspirations have all filtered in.torus musical vernacu
lar, manifesting themselves in hls diverse projects: The Beatles, Jimi 

Hendrix, Robert Fripp, Carlos Jobim, Django Reinhardt, fohn Coltrane, 
Charles Ives, Johann Sebastian Bach, et al. 
Bis guitar style is incisive and fraught with emotion. Whjle study and 
c:raft underlie lus work, technique never obscures a prevalent fondness 

for melody. In classical, blues or jazz, he may hurl into dizzying cascades 
of notes and keep a sense of surprise with.in a relaxed structure. In a free

jan or atonal framework, he will release tension with a harmonious coda 

or a tuneful leibnotiv. '1,Vl�ile il is often romantic, his music is never 

maudlin. A spirited solo takes preference over a clean one, as empathy, 

not prowess, guides his esthetic choices. 

"The most important thing is lo understand what function a chord has. 

Once you know lhal, you just practice. When you teach yourself, and you 

have enough energy to keep your concentration, you don't learn what you 

don't need, so it goes fast. Bul the difficult tJ1ing is to know what to filter out 

what you don't need. And that brings us back to the spLdtual. Every day is dif

ferent. You're going to do differelll things every time you play. always change. 

You have to get to the essence. 

deN!tlll!,btn:t, 
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Solo's "String Quartet .N° 2" 

in four movements, which 
was performed by the 

Cuarteto de la Ciudad de 

Mex.ico on June 3, 2000 is a riv
eting and passionate work. 
The instruments join and 

interweave, turning decep
tively chalJenging music into 
a brisk array of emotive and 

accessible scenes. 

po1llcukn ve1nocu1Cu t,111� 

Pere Soto & 8;// Gerhardt 
METANOIC 

1992, Riff (NL} 

Bill Gerhordt & Pere Soto 

PARTICULAR VERNACULAR 

1994, Planet X 

Djongo's Costle 
NUAGES 

1001, 5archmo )au 

Djongo's Castle 

PRISONERS Of LOVE 

;zooi, Clietmon 



JAZZ IN EUROPE 

"My music is usually 80% improvisation, 200/o written on paper. But it 

depends on the tunes. Some ti.mes are really free, open. On other tunes the 

melody is written down. In jazz it's different. The complicated thing in jazz is 

to keep the structure for the whole length of the song. Somebody who is 

mechanically and theoretically minded can't understand that because he can

not figure out when the next guy is coming up again. You have to have great 

imagination and a good ear - that gives you the capacity ID do it. That is 

improvisatio11. But classic jan is about keeping the form, the structure: do five 

times the chorus, and then comes the end and that's it. Easy to remember. But 

when you try to improvise on a higher level it gets more complicated. 

"Jf I want to go farther in music now, the solution for me is not to look 

at the music but to look at other things in my life, like my relationships. I 

need to be surrou,ided by compatible people. I also need more smiles in 

my life and to see more people, other things than what I'm used to seeing 

now. Then, this will help me transfer a new energy into my music and 

spark new inspirations," 

Although pc displays a deep and eclectic technique and builds all his 

music around his guitar, Pere Soto does not consider himself a gui

tarist as mucl1 as an artist, Moreover, as if he were not busy enough 

with his vnied composing and performing engagements, Soto also 

paints and is a keen computer graphic designer -all of which, again, 

he has taught himself. 

"I enjoy playing with unpredictable forms and colors. For me, music and 

painting are mote similar than they are different. It's like searching for 

meanings ... Music has tones, colors, even light. Sometimes it is as if light 

were just another dimension of sound or both of them l,elonged to one 

same, greater dimension." 

His pictures generally explore abstract, deconst:ructed or cubist combina

tions of shapes and colors. While his music is most often emotionally direct 

and intuilively comprehensible, his pictorial art makes no attempt at real

istic representation. However, like the music, it evokes many moods and 

creates a dense yet inviting sphere into which lhe observer can let his imag

ination wander-just as the artist has let his instincts take over. 

Django's Castle 

EL CAUQUENYU DEL CALIFA 

2004, Tafler de Music.as 

Vania Nazare 

BRASIL£IRA MENTE 

1996, Crossover 

"T play guitar but l'm not a guitarist. I need to pul my energies out in whatev

er ways 1 can, and I mostly use the guitar, like others might use paints. Music is 

the one thing l know best, but it's just the way I am. Jt's spiritual, ti's about the 

way you arc. l am an individualist. T believe in the individualist attin1de, 

because we are all individuals; it's natural. 1f everybcidy was a good individual

ist, Lhen you could talk aboul having a global community." 

With and without Django's Castle, Pere Soto has performed at numerous 

festivals in the U.S., England, Israel, Mexico, Germany, France, Belgium, 

Holland, Switzerland, and Spain. He has also taken part in other artists' 

recordings, such as vocalist Fay Victor's 111 My Own Room (1998, Timeless) 

and the Brazilian singer Vania Nazare's Brasileira Mente (1996, Crossover). 

\.n unuHnpru11usin1i 1nu,ida11 d11tl a11 cv1:1 scdr, htng ,trtht, P-,1c Soto 1, Just 

as adept at soolh1ng as ht ,s al challengrng Lhc hstcncr. Ont nunute he dis

tills a hcglliling lune, Lhc Held he untca,1,cs Jrt drldJ' of 1101c, 11111 of ldt 

llcld. llis v1i;oruus, appealing m11sic is 1Tc,1ut:nLly puulluat�d by impulsive 

,urge, that give ii rclid, like the wind'; npplcs cma serene lal,c <jllcstiun-

1ng, hu1st.-r1111s orsu11ply lilc-affirnnng. 
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